
“REMAINED IN THE FIGHT TO THE CLOSE, ALTHOUGH SEVERELY WOUNDED” 
CHARLES HENRY SMITH, 1ST MAINE CAVALRY 

Philip J. Schlegel 
 
The Joshua L. Chamberlain Round Table’s recent focus on the new 1st Maine Cavalry 
monument at Middleburg, Virginia, has been thought provoking.1 As June 17, 1863, came 
to an end the 1st Maine Cavalry’s commander, Col. Calvin S. Douty, was dead—killed in 
action leading a charge during the Battle of Aldie. Douty’s death thrust Lt. Col. Charles 
Henry Smith into command in the midst of ongoing combat operations against an 
experienced and determined foe. Charles H. Smith would prove to be a capable commander, 
leading with skill and grit. 
 

Born in Hollis, Maine, on November 1, 1827, Charles H. Smith 
was mustered into military service as Captain, Company D, 1st 
Maine Cavalry, on October 19, 1861. Smith would retire from 
active service in 1891, as Brevet Major General. General Smith 
was issued the Medal of Honor on April 11, 1895, for gallantry 
during the battle at St. Mary’s Church, Virginia, on June 24, 
1864, while serving as Colonel of the 1st Maine Cavalry. The 
Medal of Honor citation was concise: 
 

Remained in the fight to the close, 
although severely wounded. 

 
General Smith died on July 17, 1902, at Washington D.C. and 
is buried at Arlington National Cemetery.2 

 
Charles H. Smith’s military service is well documented. A complete history of the regiment, 
sketches of General Smith, an outline of his Civil War service, and the events that led to the 
award of the Medal of Honor, can be found in Edward P. Tobie, History of the First Maine 
Cavalry: 1861–1865. Tobie’s History of the First Maine Cavalry is detailed, but in 
summarizing Smith’s service, one passage was startling: “. . . breveted brig. gen. U. S. Army 
for the battle of Sailor’s Creek, and brev. maj. gen. U. S. Army for very meritorious service 
during the war; [Smith] was under fire in person about sixty different times; was hit by 
bullets three times; had five horses shot under him.”3 
 
What is missing from the many commentaries is that 
Charles H. Smith was a graduate of Waterville (now 
Colby) College, Class of 1856. General Smith’s Medal 
of Honor, a number of his veterans’ society badges, 
and other artifacts are included in the Collection of 
Charles Henry Smith Materials, Colby College Special 
Collections. The collection, donated by General Smith’s 
daughter is, in a word, impressive. With the generous 
support and assistance of H. James Merrick, Reference 
and Collections Coordinator, Special Collections and 
Archives, Colby allowed the author to photograph 
General Smith’s Medal of Honor, his various veterans’ 
service badges, and documents that are part of the 
collection for this Joshua L. Chamberlain Civil War 
Round Table article.  

 
C. H. Smith, Col. 1st Me. Cavalry. 
(Courtesy Maine State Archives. 
Cropped for presentation.) 

 
The author preparing to photograph 
General Smith’s Medal of Honor. 



 

                                         
                                                               Bvt. Major General Charles H. Smith. (Photo contributed 
                                                            from a private collection.) 
 
 
 

THE MEDAL OF HONOR 
 

  
General Charles H. Smith’s Army Medal of Honor, obverse left and engraved reverse right. The medal is pinned to a fragment of neck ribbon. 
(Collection of Charles Henry Smith Materials, Colby College Special Collections, Waterville, Maine.) 
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The official citation for General Smith’s Medal of Honor was concise, but the application 
provides a far more complete picture.4 
 
 

CASE OF 

C H A R L E S  H.  S M I T H, 

Colonel, U. S. Army (Retired.) 

  -:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:- 

 Application for medal of honor. 

 -:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:- 

 

     General D. McM Gregg of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, requests that a medal of honor be awarded to 

Colonel Charles H. Smith, U.S. Army, (Retired) for gallant and meritorious conduct while a member of the 

First Maine Cavalry Volunteers, during the late war, and states as follows: 

 
     “In the war of the Rebellion this officer served as Colonel of the 1st Maine Cavalry and in the 2nd Cavalry 
Division of the Army of the Potomac. During the two and a half years that Colonel Smith served under my 
command he performed most excellent and meritorious service and won for himself great distinction both as a 
Brigade and Regimental Commander. 
 
     “In June 1864, the 2nd Cavalry Division was posted at St. Mary’s Church, Virginia, to protect the passage 
of the great wagon trains of the Army of the Potomac from White House Landing to the James River. 
 
     “Separated by several miles from the other Divisions of the Corps, the 2nd Division was fallen upon by the 
Rebel Cavalry Corps and a fierce battle ensued. Our force was so greatly inferior to the enemy’s that it 
necessitated unusually hard fighting to prevent the enemy from crushing us. The 1st Maine was on the line 
resisting the enemy’s onslaught when Col. Smith was severely wounded. He did not relinquish command as 
he might very properly have done, but resolutely held on, and by his presence encouraged his men to resist to 
the last. After several hours of the severest fighting possible, the 2nd Division extricated itself and later joined 
its Corps at a point eight miles distant from St. Mary’s Church. The wagon train was saved, not however 
without very considerable loss of men killed and wounded. 
 
     “The gallantry of Col. Smith was conspicuous, and was mentioned in the report of his Brigade 
Commander, it contributed in a marked degree to our successful resistance of the enemy’s fierce attacks.” 
 
     The records show that Charles H. Smith was mustered into service, October 19, 1861, as captain of 

Company D, First Maine Cavalry Volunteers; as major same regiment, to date February 16, 1863; as 

lieutenant colonel to date March 1, 1863; as colonel to date June 18, 1863, and that he was mustered out to 

date August 11, 1865. 

 
     He was wounded in the right thigh, (the ball went through his leg) at the engagement at St. Mary’s Church, 

Virginia, June 24, 1864. 

 
     The following is an extract from the official report of the engagement mentioned: 

                                                                                                       “Headquarters, 2d Brig. 2d Div. C. C. 
                                                                                                                            “July 6th, 1864. 
 
“Capt. H. C. Weir, 
           “A. A. Genl. 
 
“Sir: 
     “I have the honor to submit the following brief report of the operations of this Brigade since April 29, 
1864.  



 
June 24 - Engaged all day with the enemy at St. Mary’s Church, fought the entire force of Rebel Cavalry. 
 
Colonel C. H. Smith, 1st Maine Cav’y. was wounded in the thigh, but refused to leave the field and retained 
command of his regiment until the close of the action. 
 
                                                          “I am, Sir, 
                                                                “Very respectfully,  
                                                                      “Your obed’t. servant, 
                                                                                 “J. Irwin Gregg, 
                                                                                       “Col. Com’d’g. Brigade.” 
 
     He was appointed colonel of the Twenty-eighth U. S. Infantry, July 28, 1866; he accepted the 

appointment, September 17, 1866; was transferred to the 19th U. S. Infantry, March 15, 1869, and retired 

November 1, 1891. 

     He was breveted brigadier-general of volunteers, August 1, 1864, “For distinguished conduct in the 

engagement at St. Mary’s Church, Va.”; major general of volunteers, March 13, 1865, “For highly 

distinguished and meritorious services”; brigadier-general, U. S. Army, March 2, 1867, “For gallant and 

meritorious services in the battle of Sailor’s Creek, Va.”, and major-general U. S. Army, the same date, “For 

gallant and meritorious services during the war.” 

                                                                                             F. C. Ainsworth, 

                                                                                                     Colonel, U. S. Army, 

                                                                                                            Chief, Record and Pension Office. 

 

Record and Pension Office, 

              War Department, 

                          April 3rd, 1895. 

 

                                                                           INDORSEMENT 
                                                                                -------------- 
 

                                   War Department, 

                                                    April 5, 1895. 

 

By direction of the President let a medal of honor be presented to Col. Charles H. Smith, (retired), Bvt. Maj. 

Gen’l., U.S.A. for distinguished gallantry at the action of St. Mary’s Church, Va., June 24, 1864, in remaining 

upon the field and retaining the command of his regiment until the close of the fight, although severely 

wounded. 

                                                                                                                Joseph B. Doe, 

                                                                                                                           Ass’t. Secretary of War 

 

RECORD IN PENSION OFFICE, 
               Official Copy. 
        War Department. 
 

  



General Smith’s Medal of Honor was issued on April 11, 1895. Considering the date that it 
was issued, the surviving suspension ribbon is likely a replacement. The Army Medal of 
Honor utilized a U.S. flag pennant-style suspension ribbon from its inception in 1862 
through 1896 (Type 1). Since General Smith’s Medal of Honor was issued in April 1895, it 
originally would have had the U.S. flag pennant-style ribbon. The second-style ribbon, as 
seen in the photos, was approved in November 1896 (Type 2). The only difference between 
the Type 1 and Type 2 Army Medal of Honor is the ribbon design.5 Hence, it is reasonable 
to conclude that the surviving ribbon is a replacement. Replacing the original suspension 
ribbon was a common practice among early Medal of Honor recipients. 
 
Time has not been kind to the neck ribbon, 
which is now in several pieces. The V-shaped 
fragment of ribbon that is pinned to the 
brooch of the medal was originally part of a 
complete neck ribbon. It is also notable that 
the medal is missing the two small rings that 
attached the medallion to the suspension (the 
drilled holes are evident in previous Medal of 
Honor photos). 
 
 
 

 
 

GENERAL CHARLES H. SMITH’S VETERANS’ SOCIETY BADGES 
 
Numerous veterans’ groups emerged in the immediate aftermath of the Civil War and the 
trend continued in the decades that followed. Their organizational identities varied widely, 
such as branch of service, specific unit affiliation, geographic location, military rank, and 
so forth. Membership eligibility for some was broadly defined (particularly for the Grand 
Army of the Republic or GAR and the Regular Army and Navy Union), while the eligibility 
requirements for others were quite restrictive. 
 
No matter how membership eligibility was defined, their stated objectives reflected many 
common themes: to maintain the connections, comradery and memories formed during the 
war; to recall fallen comrades; to encourage patriotic sentiment and education, citizenship, 
and national allegiance; to advocate for veteran-friendly legislation (pensions, non-
discrimination, civil service employment, etc.); to provide for the care of disabled or indigent 
veterans, including their wives and children; and to recognize, preserve and memorialize 
their wartime histories. 
 
The post-war veterans’ organizations generally had a formal badge which veterans wore 
with pride. For soldiers, sailors, and marines who remained in the military, uniform 
regulations permitted the wear of veteran society badges under certain conditions. The 
badges in the Colby collection reflect General Smith’s ongoing affiliation with a number of 
Civil War veteran organizations. 
 
  

Fragment of neck ribbon with 
clasp. (Collection of Charles 
Henry Smith Materials, Colby 
College Special Collections, 
Waterville, Maine.) 



MILITARY ORDER OF THE LOYAL LEGION OF THE UNITED STATES 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

State of Maine, of which he became a charter member.7 Other records indicate that General 
Smith later reaffiliated with the Commandery of the State of Pennsylvania and then the 
Commandery of the District of Columbia. The Military Order of the Loyal legion of the 
United States remains an active patriotic organization to this day. 
 
General Charles H. Smith’s Companion of the First Class Loyal Legion badge, obverse top left, reverse bottom left, suspension link right. 
(Collection of Charles Henry Smith Materials, Colby College Special Collections, Waterville, Maine.) Note that the brooch of the Loyal 
Legion badge is seriously damaged and has become oddly situated, seemingly facing the obverse of the ribbon. The extremely fragile 
condition of the ribbon necessitated that the brooch be photographed as it was stored rather than risk further compromising the ribbon. 
  

The Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States, 
also known as the Loyal Legion or by its acronym MOLLUS, 
was founded in 1865. Members of the Loyal Legion, known as 
“Companions,” were elected to one of three classes of 
membership. Companions of the First Class were 
commissioned officers who were “actually engaged in the 
suppression of the Rebellion; and also commissioned officers 
now or hereafter in the Military or Naval Service of the United 
States.” Companions of the Second Class were descendants of 
the former, with Companions of the Third Class being civilians 
who significantly contributed to the suppression of the 
rebellion (for example, former Vice President Hannibal Hamlin). 
Being an officer and wartime combatant, General Smith was a 
Companion of the First Class. 
 
The suspension ribbon of the Loyal Legion badge differed 
according to class of membership. The suspension ribbon for 
Companions of the First Class was configured with a wide red 
center stripe, as seen on General Smith’s Loyal Legion badge. 
The suspension ribbon for companions of the second and third 
classes were configured with a wide blue center stripe, 
bordered on each side with a narrow white and red stripe. 
 
The pendant (insignia) was 
suspended from the ribbon by 
a gold link, with the member’s 
companion number engraved 
on the reverse of the link. 
General Smith’s “registered” 
companion number was the 
relatively early number 254.6 
 
Governance of the Loyal Legion included a National 
Commandery, State Commanderies, and District 
Commanderies. General Smith affiliated with the Loyal legion 
early. On April 25, 1866, he was elected to the Commandery of 
the State of Pennsylvania and immediately joined thirteen 
other officers (including our round table’s namesake, General 
Joshua L. Chamberlain) to organize the Commandery of the  
 

 



SOCIETY OF THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC 
 

                                                    
General Charles H. Smith’s Society of the Army of the Potomac badge, obverse left, reverse right. (Collection of 
Charles Henry Smith Materials, Colby College Special Collections, Waterville, Maine.) 

 
 
The Society of the Army of the Potomac was founded in 1869 in New York City. Notably, 
Joshua L. Chamberlain, then Governor of Maine, was selected to be orator of the day at the 
society’s initial convention, officially known as the “First Annual Reunion.” The gathering 
was attended by a remarkable array of well-known wartime personalities including 
Generals Sheridan, McClellan, Meade, Burnside, Pleasanton, Slocum, Heintzelman, 
Butterfield, Humphreys, and Admiral Farragut, to name just a few.8 
 
It appears that General Charles H. Smith became affiliated with the Society of the Army of 
the Potomac in 1884. At the Fifteenth Annual Reunion, held at Brooklyn, New York, on 
June 11–12, 1884, General Smith was elected one of several vice-presidents of the Cavalry 
Corps.9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 



GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC 
 

                                          
General Charles H. Smith’s GAR basic membership badge, obverse left, reverse right. (Collection of Charles Henry 
Smith Materials, Colby College Special Collections, Waterville, Maine.) 

 
 
The Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) was founded in 1866 and is likely the most well 
known of the many veterans’ societies that emerged after the Civil War. Examples of the 
GAR membership badge abound in post-war photographs of veterans. 
 
The GAR was administered from the national office, down through departments (state level), 
and local posts. For decades after the Civil War, GAR posts (including associated auxiliary 
organizations) were prolific and high-profile entities in their respective communities. 
Despite specific and repeated policies prohibiting political or partisan activity, the influence 
of the GAR in the post-war political milieu is undeniable. 
 
The GAR basic membership badge went through a number of changes through the years. 
General Smith’s basic membership badge is a variety of the Type IV version, most obviously 
featuring an eagle with flattened wings, laurel branches adorning all five points on the 
reverse of the star, and the absence of a campfire motif on the reverse of the brooch.10 
 
The Type III, IV and V GAR basic membership badges bore a striking resemblance to the 
first-type Army Medal of Honor, a factor that led to the change of the suspension ribbon for 
the Army Medal of Honor in 1896.11 
 
  



REGULAR ARMY AND NAVY UNION 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

General Charles H. Smith’s Regular Army & Navy Union badge, obverse 
top left, reverse top center and right, with Garrison 83 membership 
document. (Collection of Charles Henry Smith Materials, Colby College 
Special Collections, Waterville, Maine.) 

The Regular Army and Navy Union 
was incorporated in 1888 with 
governance through a national 
organization, state departments, 
and local garrisons. Membership in 
the RA&NU (and its subsequent 
designations) was unusually 
inclusive, being open to those 
currently serving in the military and 
any honorably discharged veteran. 
In an effort to facilitate affiliation 
with the RA&NU, an eligible 
candidate could apply as a member 
at large where no local garrison was 
accessible.12 
 
Documents in Colby’s collection 
indicate that General Smith was 
affiliated with Garrison 83, located 
in Fort Yates, North Dakota. 
Garrison 83 adopted General 
Charles H. Smith as its namesake.  
Like the Loyal Legion, the Army and 
Navy Union of the United States of 
America, as it is now known, 
endures to this day. 
  

 



CAVALRY SOCIETY OF THE ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES 
 

              
             General Charles H. Smith’s Cavalry Society of the Armies of the United States badge, obverse left, reverse right. (Collection 
             of Charles Henry Smith Materials, Colby College Special Collections, Waterville, Maine.) 
 
This insignia is believed to be the badge of the Cavalry Society of the Armies of the United 
States. An account of the proceedings of the June 1895 meeting of the Cavalry Society of 
the Armies of the United States, published in the Maine Bugle, included a description of the 
badge, as follows: 

 
The badge of the society is a pair of crossed sabres, accurately copied from the 
regulation cavalry sabre, and finely finished in gold, upon a boldly worked 
“sunburst” of silver. It is attached to the coat or the ribbon of the society by 
means of a brooch-pin at the back.13 

 
It is believed that the yellow ribbon—yellow representing the cavalry arm of the army— 
would have been paired with the badge. 
 

  
Ribbon of the Cavalry Society of the Armies of the United States, believed to  
be worn in conjunction with the badge of the society. (Collection of Charles  
Henry Smith Materials, Colby College Special Collections, Waterville, 
Maine.) 
 
The type of badge included in the Colby collection has also been identified as “Sheridan’s 
Cavalry Badge.”14  

 
Mock-up of General C. H. 
Smith’s Cavalry Society of 
the Armies of the United 
States badge as it may have 
been worn. 



1ST MAINE CAVALRY ASSOCIATION BADGE 
 

  
  1st Maine Cavalry Association badge, obverse left, reverse right. (Collection of Charles Henry Smith Materials, Colby College Special 
  Collections, Waterville, Maine.) 
 
Civil War veterans’ organizations routinely held regular reunions in the years and decades 
that followed the end of the war. The badges designed to memorialize these events were as 
varied as the societies they represented. 
 
On September 26, 1872, about 200 veterans of the 1st Maine Cavalry and 1st D.C. Cavalry 
gathered in Augusta, Maine, to form the “First Maine Cavalry Association.” It does not 
appear that General Smith was present.15 The 18th reunion of the 1st Maine Cavalry was 
held in Boston on September 17―18, 1889, an event that was reported at length in the 
Boston Globe. At the business meeting held on September 17, General Charles H. Smith 
was elected President of the association for the following year.16 On September 18, the 
second day of the Boston reunion, the Globe reported that: 
 

     After discussion a regimental badge was adopted. The design, as shown in 
yesterday’s Globe, may be described as follows: 
     From a 16-shooter carbine, inscribed 1st Maine Cavalry, suspended by two 
stirrup straps, is a horseshoe surrounding a horse’s head, above which appear 
the crossed cavalry sabres, surmounted by a pine tree. A ribbon of cavalry 
yellow completes the badge, which is distinctive, neat and appropriate.17  
 

The Globe’s assertion that the badge design shown in the September 18, 1889, edition is 
not exactly correct. The badge that is illustrated in 1889 has a rectangular brooch and 
chain suspension, not a carbine with stirrup strap suspension as described above.  
 
The 1st Maine Cavalry Association held its next annual reunion in Boston, this time in 
conjunction with the annual encampment of the GAR. In an August 12, 1890, story 
showcasing the tradition of exchanging badges at GAR encampments, the Boston Globe 
included a sketch of the 1st Maine Cavalry badge, clearly as described above.18 This version 
of the 1st Maine Cavalry badge belonged to General Smith. 



 
General Charles H. Smith was one of three Waterville [Colby] College alumni who were 
awarded Medals of Honor for service during the Civil War. Colonel Francis S. Hesseltine 
(Class of 1863), 13th Maine Infantry, who was born in Bangor, was awarded the Medal of 
Honor for service at Matagorda Bay, Texas, December 29–30, 1863: “In command of a 
detachment of 100 men, conducted a reconnaissance for 2 days, baffling and beating back 
an attacking enemy force of more than a thousand Confederate cavalry, and regained his 
transport without loss.” Lieutenant Colonel Henry C. Merriam (Class of 1864), 73rd U.S. 
Colored Troops, who was born in Houlton, was awarded the Medal of Honor for service at 
Fort Blakely, Alabama, April 9, 1865: “Volunteered to attack the enemy’s works in advance 
of orders and, upon permission being given, made a most gallant assault.”  
 
In 1865 Colby recognized General Oliver Otis Howard (Bowdoin College, Class of 1850) with 
an honorary LL.D. degree. General Howard, who was born in Leeds, was awarded the Medal 
of Honor for service at Fair Oaks, Virginia, on June 1, 1862: “Led the 61st New York 
Infantry in a charge in which he was twice severely wounded in the right arm, necessitating 
amputation.”19 

 
The Medal of Honor in Colby’s “Collection of Charles Henry Smith Materials” attests to 
General Smith’s dedication and individual gallantry in combat. But the complete badge 
collection provides a tangible reminder of the service and sacrifice of the Civil War veterans 
as a group—a look into the comradery that emerged in the wake of the nation’s defining 
conflict that continued well into the twentieth century. 
 
__________ 
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