
 

Thurs Oct 12 

 

Diane Monroe Smith 
Exploring the Controversies of  
Joshua Chamberlain's Legacy:  
From Hero to Human Being, and What's Next 
 

Diane Monroe Smith will present a consideration of the pendulum 
swing in how Joshua Chamberlain, his writings and his life, have been 
and are remembered. Early biographies verged on hero-worship, with 
the unfortunate result of some writers carrying their admiration to 
extremes. Chamberlain, however remarkable his military service was, 
did not win the battle of Gettysburg all by himself, thus winning the 
war and saving the Union. Still, he was a young married professor, 
who as a volunteer soldier, proved to be an unexpectedly 
remarkable leader and commander. Nevertheless, though early 
biographers might have us believe otherwise, Chamberlain was a 
human being who had faults and weaknesses as well as strengths, 
as does everyone. 
 
After 25 years of research and writing Smith states, “I've found 
Chamberlain to be a careful and honest historian. But the pendulum 
continued to swing, and instead of the hagiography of the earliest 
biographies, a number of more recent writers have made 
Chamberlain their target for manufactured controversy, if not 
downright Chamberlain bashing. I say manufactured controversy, 
because I have found the evidence these revisionists have offered, 
when subject to scrutiny, is either slim to nonexistent, or unreliable 
and irrelevant. The latest example of such things is Dennis 
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Rasbach's book on Chamberlain at the Battle of Petersburg, which, with 
highly questionable “evidence,” denies pretty much everything Chamberlain 
ever had to say about his and his brigade's role at the Battle of Petersburg.” 
 
Smith notes, “As author of my own work 
on the subject, Chamberlain at 
Petersburg, I feel qualified to assess 
Rasbach's poorly supported efforts. The 
backbone of my work is the previously 
unpublished first person account by 
Chamberlain on that battle, but I also 
brought 84 additional sources to 
supplement and assist with the 
annotation of JLC's account.” As a 
preview for Smith’s presentation, the 
reader is invited to consider her detailed 
response to the challenge to 
Chamberlain's intelligence and veracity regarding the Battle of Petersburg 
on her author webpage, dianemonroesmith.com. Her Thursday JLC CWRT 
presentation will scrutinize the validity of work by Rasbach and other 
revisionists. 
 
Diane Monroe Smith began writing Civil War history with her first book, 
Fanny & Joshua, published in 1999 after 10 years of meticulous research.  It 
has recently been released in a second edition by the University Press of 
New England.   
 
Pulitzer Prize winning historian James McPherson, commented, “This 
biography of a marriage humanizes both Joshua and Fanny Chamberlain.  It 

JLC CWRT meetings are the second Thursday of each month: 

 

7:00 pm Morrell Room  

Curtis Memorial Library 

23 Pleasant St, Brunswick ME 

 

Weather Cancellations: 

Channels 6, 8, 13 

If the Library closes due to a storm, the meeting will be cancelled.     

Members will receive an email notification of cancellation from the  

CWRT Secretary. 
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explores the trouble and triumphs of two real people who come to life in 
this intimate portrait drawn from hundreds of family letters.” 
 
Smith’s next book, Chamberlain at Petersburg, was a follow-up to 
the first.  In her research for Fanny & Joshua, she discovered a 
previously unknown manuscript in which Chamberlain described his 
and his 1st Brigade’s attack at Rives Salient during the Battle of 
Petersburg in June, 1864.  Incorporating material from numerous 
additional sources, Chamberlain at Petersburg was published in 
2004. 
 
Continuing in this vein, Smith’s next work was Command Conflicts in 
Grant’s Overland Campaign.  Research for Chamberlain at 
Petersburg emphasized the often overlooked role that the V Corps, 
Army of the Potomac, played in that campaign.  Smith highlights the 
personalities and traits of the various commanders in the Union 
Army, and explores how those personalities often clashed with 
tragic results for the soldiers who fought in costly battles. 
 
Diane Monroe Smith is a nationally recognized authority on Joshua 
Chamberlain, as well as the Overland Campaign (from the V Corps 
perspective), and on the Battle of Petersburg in general.  She has given 
presentations to Civil War Round Tables and Historical Societies throughout 
Maine as well as other parts of New England and in New York, and her talks 
have taken her as far south as North Carolina and Georgia.  Most recently, 
she has given presentations to the Civil War Round Tables in Austin, Texas, 
Chicago, Milwaukee and Petersburg, Virginia. 

 
News from Headquarters 
From the President – Dan Cunningham 

 

Our 2017/2018 year got off to a great start as we had 
60 people at our September meeting.  If you have any 
friends or family members that you think would be 
interested in the Civil War Round Table, please invite 
them. 
  
The winners for our Silent Auction will be announced 

at the beginning of our October meeting.  If you are 

interested in any of the sets of books we have, be 

sure to submit a bid before our meeting starts.  In addition, Steve Garrett 
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has donated the book Lincoln’s Lieutenants: The High Command of the Army 

of the Potomac by Stephen W. Sears, which will also be in our Silent Auction.  

The beginning bids are approximately half of the selling price listed on 

Amazon and/or eBay so I hope you will take this opportunity to bid on some 

very interesting books. 

As I mentioned last month, we will have a brief meeting after the October 

Round Table presentation, where you can meet with the Board of Trustees 

to ask any questions you might have or if you have an interest in helping us.  

If you attend, you are under no obligation to become a Board or Committee 

member.  Having said this, it would be ideal if we do have a few people who 

might be interested in serving on the Board of Trustees or on a Committee 

in the upcoming years.  If not, we would still be very much interested in 

hearing any questions you might have or ideas for improving the Round 

Table.  We will be starting our 32nd year in February, and we would love to 

see the Round Table continue on for many more years. 

I hope to see you at our October meeting and hear Diane Monroe Smith talk 

about Chamberlain at Petersburg. 

Silent Auction items: 

The War Years / Carl Sandburg, vol.1-4 – beginning bid $20.00 

 

Photographic History of the Civil War / Francis Miller, vol. 1-4 – 

beginning bid $50.00 

 

Battles and Leaders of the Civil War, vol. 1-4 – beginning bid $25.00 

 

Lincoln’s Lieutenants: The High Command of the Army of Potomac / 

Stephen W. Sears – beginning bid $15.00 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

JLC CWRT Board of Trustees – 2017/18 
President:  Dan Cunningham  (729-9520) 

Vice President:  Gardner Shaw  (703-472-8618) 

Treasurer:  Paul Lariviere  (724-2414) 

Secretary:  Steve Garrett  (956-8729, 

            cell 607-9713)      JLCCWRTmembership@gmail.com   

Program Coordinator:  Bill Attick   (726-4685) 

Members:  Steve Bunker, Lucy Cunningham, Carol Manchester, Ken McAfee 
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(Please note: “Quick Stats” in Sept issue were those for June.)  
 
Treasurer’s Update – Paul Lariviere 

Quick Stats – Sept: 

Meeting: Sept 14, 2017 

Speaker: Jack Battick: The U.S. Navy in the Civil War 

Attendance: 60 

Book Raffle tickets sold: 69 

In-Kind Donations: 4 books 

Book prizes distributed:  10 

 

INCOME:    

$240.00 Memberships 

$61.00 Book Raffle revenue 

$10.00 Cash Donations 

$0.00 Book Sales 

$50.00 Adopt-a-Speaker 

$361.00 TOTAL Cash Income for Sept 

 

EXPENSES:      
$76.20 Speaker Dinner     

$100.00 Speaker Mileage 

$117.00 Misc. (print Tri-folds) 

$293.20 TOTAL Expenses for Sept 

 
 

 

 

 

Adopt-A-Speaker – Dinner Host Program 

In conjunction with its Adopt-A-Speaker setup, the JLC CWRT maintains 

a Dinner Host program.  With this arrangement, members who donate 

to the Adopt-A-Speaker program at the “General” level have the 

opportunity to have dinner with a visiting speaker at Richard’s 

Restaurant in Brunswick. Under this program, the CWRT pays for dinner 

for the speaker, and the host pays for his/her own dinner. 

 

See the last page of the newsletter to enroll in the Adopt-A-Speaker 

program. Please contact Paul Lariviere (Treasurer) to make 

arrangements to host a specific speaker, at least one week before the 

program. 

 

NET Income for Sept: 

$67.80 

 

YEAR-TO-DATE 

Bank Balance, Sept 30, 2017:  $4,273.19 
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Oct 12 Diane Monroe Smith 
Exploring the Controversies of the Chamberlain Legacy 

Nov 9 Tim Kindred 
Civil War Field Hospitals – 1864-65 

Dec 14 Tom Desjardin 
Myth of the Chamberlain-Spear Controversy and other Stories 

Jan 11 Frank Goodyear (at Bowdoin Museum of Art) 
Discussion of Rare Image of Lincoln Inauguration 
And other Artifacts of the Civil War 

Feb 8 Mike Bell 
The Iron Brigade 

Mar 8 Steve Bunker 
Civil War in the West 

Apr 12 Neil Smith 
Two Maine Regiments: 22nd Maine Infantry and 2nd Maine Cavalry 

May 10 Elizabeth Hallaet 
Mourning Customs during the Civil War Era 

Jun 14 Will Greene 
Battle of the Crater, Petersburg 
 

Field Report 
Historical Perspectives from our Members 

 

Charles W. Reed – Friend of the 

Soldier and the Veteran 

by Noma Petroff 

 

Or, should we say, Charles Wellington 

Reed: Artist, Soldier, and Medal of Honor 

recipient?  

 

I first became conscious of Reed when I 

visited the Library of Congress last spring.  

In a slide presentation on the LOC holdings on Ulysses S. Grant, the librarian 

somehow began showing slides of Private Reed’s letters to his mother.  

Clearly, they were a treasured possession of the Library. The letters were 

filled with charming sketches, so exceptional that I thought someone should 

take note of this soldier’s exceptional talent.  But, actually, someone already 

had. 
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In fact thousands of soldiers and veterans over the years already knew 

and loved Reed’s work from his illustrations to John D. Billings’s highly 

popular book, Hardtack and Coffee.  The book about the ups and 

downs of life for the typical Civil War soldier has remained popular 

over the years, and is still available in print.  But I wonder how many 

realize that the artist who penned the clever and humorous drawings 

was also a serious soldier, awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor 

for bravery.  

 

Although he was an illustrator/lithographer by trade, Reed enlisted as 

bugler in the 9th Massachusetts Battery in August 1862.  Life was fairly 

uneventful until the regiment got a new captain, John Bigelow, who 

proved a harsh taskmaster for drill, and was widely disliked. 

Nevertheless, life went on fairly peacefully for the untested unit, until 

the 9th Massachusetts got tangled up as a result of General Dan 

Sickles’s erratic movements at Gettysburg, on July 2, 1863. 

 

Bigelow and his 9th Massachusetts were assigned to the 1st Volunteer 

Brigade, Artillery Reserve, commanded by Lt. 

Col. Freeman McGilvery. When Sickles got in 

trouble with his overextended lines, 

McGilvery’s artillery was sent in to cover 

Sickles’s retreat.  Charles Reed grabbed his 

bugle and sounded Assembly.  Bigelow relates:  

 

A spirited military spectacle lay before us; General 

Sickles was standing beneath a tree close by, staff 

officers and orderlies coming and going in all 

directions; at the famous "Peach Orchard" angle on 

rising ground, along the Emmetsburg Road, about 

500 yards in our front, white smoke was curling up 

from...the deep-toned booming of [Union] 

guns...while the enemy's shells were flying over or 

breaking around us.  

 

Including Bigelow’s battery, there were a total of 

four batteries – 26 guns – which McGilvery placed 

along the Wheatfield road.  It was a tactical risk, 

because there was no infantry to back them up, but 

Charles W. Reed – soldier, artist, 

Medal of Honor recipient  

Reed:  at the foot of the hill... were Maj. Gen Sickels 

headquarters under a tree. we halted... a few minutes 

giving me time to take a scetch of him. one of his Aids 

was already wounded by a piece of shell in the back and 

the surgeon was doing it up. 
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McGilvery had little alternative, and hoped 

for the best.  Indeed, the batteries did an 

immense amount of damage to the charging 

Confederate lines, but the Union artillery 

was greatly outnumbered.  In a complex 

sequence of events, the 9th Massachusetts 

eventually found itself pinched between 400 

men of the 21st Mississippi Infantry 

(Barksdale's Brigade), on the right and front 

of the battery – and skirmishers from 

Kershaw's Brigade on the left front. 

 

Bigelow had Reed sound the retreat.  In the 

complexity of the retreat, Bigelow was 

knocked from his horse, severely wounded.  Reed and 

Bigelow’s orderly rushed to assist him, but the Captain told 

them to leave, and get away as best they could. Bigelow later 

recalled that the bugler and the orderly disobeyed his order: 

 

...[Reed] remained with me...called my orderly and had him lift 

me on to his horse; then taking the reins of both horses in his 

left hand, with his right hand supporting me in the saddle, took 

me at a walk [to the rear]. 

 

Reed described what followed: 

 

Then we tried to get away. Some of the confederates saw 

us...and several of them tried to take us prisoners. They did not 

fire at once, but tried to pull us from the horses' backs, but 

were unsuccessful, as the horses kicked and I was able to do 

some execution with my...saber... We were still struggling 

when an officer, who saw his men were about to fire, told 

them not to murder us in cold blood. Then I started for the 

northern forces. 

 

They still had 400 yards to cover before reaching Union 

lines.  And, McGilvery needed them to hurry up, so that 

his waiting artillery could open fire.  But, Reed could not 

go very fast, for fear of wounding his captain even more.  Eventually, they 

made it safely to the Union lines.  As McGilvery’s artillery opened up behind 

Charles Reed's sketch of the 9th Mass. Battery moving into 

its first action, July 2, 1863.  (All images: Library of Congress) 

Reed's humorous sketch of a private 

meeting Abe Lincoln in March 1865 is in 

keeping with the work that eventually 

made its way into Hard Tack and Coffee. 
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them, Reed got his captain to safety.  After the war, his captain 

worked diligently to be sure that Reed was eventually awarded the 

Congressional Medal of Honor. 

 

Reed survived the war, sketching all the while.  Eventually, many of 

his war-time sketches made their way into Billings’s beloved Hard 

Tack and Coffee and other works. 

 

For the complete account of this fascinating story (with maps) see 

the National Park Service page, Unsung Heroes of Gettysburg: 
http://npshistory.com/series/symposia/gettysburg_seminars/5/essay4.htm 

 

Hard Tack and Coffee (1887 edition, including 200 illustrations by 

Charles W. Reed) 
https://archive.org/details/hardtackcoffee00bill 

 

Charles W. Reed – notebooks – Library of Congress 
https://www.loc.gov/collections/charles-reed/about-this-collection/ 

 

Around the Campfire  
News from our Members 

 

Union Sailors – Civil War Gravestones 
By Jack Battick 

While a Civil War Army veteran's gravestone lists his company 
and regiment, a sailor's stone merely says "U.S. Navy."  That is 
because a sailor was seldom assigned to a specific vessel 
throughout his career.  Rather, he was sent to any vessel that 
needed people with his qualifications, and he could be re-
assigned at any time.  A sailor might serve in half a dozen vessels 
during his tour of duty.  
 
To find out where a sailor veteran served you would have to find 
his discharge certificate, where his duty assignments were cited. 
The State Archive has a card file of Maine Navy vets that contains 
this info. The usual listing starts with a receiving ship (at Portland 
or Kittery) where a new recruit was outfitted and given basic 
training. He might then be sent to a fleet or squadron depot ship 
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(at, say, Port Royal) and then assigned to a vessel for duty in the crew. How 
this system might affect his unit identity can only be imagined.  
 

Facing a Common Enemy: Smallpox 
by Lucy Cunningham 
 
As this year's flu season begins and we're 
reminded to get our vaccinations, the article 
cited here brings dismaying clarity to the 
horrors of disease faced by soldiers on both 
sides of the Civil War.  In this Smithsonian 
article Kat Eschner gives a concise summary 
of how soldiers, in attempting to inoculate 
themselves against smallpox, inevitably made 
themselves worse because of resulting 
infections.   
 
Eschner also quotes from an excellent article in the New York Times by 
Carole Emberton, who teaches history at the University of Buffalo.  Click on 
the blue word "writes" in Eschner's second paragraph to get to the 
article.  Emberton goes into greater depth on the history of smallpox, its 
medical treatment and its effects on Civil War soldiers – social and 
psychological, as well as physical.  Thanks to Virginia Gage for sending us the 
link. 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/fearing-smallpox-epidemic-civil-war-troops-tried-self-vaccinate-
180963039/?utm_source=smithsoniandaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20170501-daily-
responsive&spMailingID=28873968&spUserID=NzY1Mjc5OTMxNzQS1&spJobID=1040146074&spReportId=MTA0
MDE0NjA3NAS2 

 

Oldest Civil War Pensioner 

by Lucy Cunningham 

In August, USA Today published 
this interesting article about 
Irene Triplett, 87 years old, who 
is the only surviving person 
receiving a Civil War pension 
from the VA.  Her father, Moses 
Triplett, began with the 
Confederacy, deserted just 
before Gettysburg and then 
fought for the Union.  He was 83 
years old when Irene was born, 
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and he died in 1938.  We are closer to the Civil War than we think.  It's good 
to know that we're still following Lincoln's call to care for veterans and their 
survivors.  Thanks to Virginia Gage for the link. 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-now/2017/08/24/oldest-civil-war-
pensioner/599159001/ 

 
 

Civil War & History Book Club – Mon, Oct 16 
The Round Table has sponsored a book club for many 

years.  Anyone and everyone is invited to join and 

participate in our discussions, debates, and treats.  

We know you will enjoy the reads and the lively 

discussion.    

 

We meet the third Monday of each month at 7 PM at 

People Plus, 35 Union Street in Brunswick – or dates 

determined by the book club.  We have selected the following books and dates: 

 

Oct 16 – A Bridge Too Far: The Classic History of the 

Greatest Battle of World War II – Cornelius Ryan 

 

Nov 13 – The War That Forged a Nation: Why the Civil War 

Still Matters – James McPherson 

 

Dec 18 – Ring of Steel: Germany and Austria-Hungary – 

1914-1918 – Alexander Watson  

 

Jan 22 – The Rise of U.S. Grant – Col. Arthur L. Conger  

 

Feb 12 – Jefferson Davis, American – William J. Cooper, Jr.  

 

Mar 12 – Miss Lizzie’s War: The Double Life of a Southern Belle Spy, Elizabeth Van 

Lew – Rosemary Agonito  

 

Apr 16 – The First Heroes: The Extraordinary Story of the Doolittle Raid, 

America’s First WWII Victory – Craig Nelson  

 

May 14 – Company Aytch or a Side Show of the Big Show: A Memoir of the Civil 

War – Sam Watkins  

 

Jun 18 – Fields of Honor: Pivotal Battles of the Civil War – Edwin C. Bearss 
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All are welcome – please join us!  

– Steve Garrett 

 

 

Bookshelf – A Few Good Reads 
 

Lincoln’s Lieutenants: The High Command of the Army of the 

Potomac.  Stephen W. Sears.  Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.  Boston, 

2017. 

 

Lincoln’s Lieutenants is Stephen W. Sears’ latest book.  Stephen W. 

Sears, one of our most prolific Civil War authors (this is his fifteenth 

Civil War history), is author of Gettysburg; Chancellorsville; 

Landscape Turned Red: The Battle of Antietam; George B. 

McClellan: The Young Napoleon and many others. This volume was 

forwarded to the Joshua L. Chamberlain Civil War Round Table by 

the publisher, who asked us to review it and publish the review in 

our newsletter.  Therefore, here is my review. 

 

This is a well written and long review (766 pages; plus, 118 pages of very 

thorough and useful Notes and Index) of the leaders of the Army of the 

Potomac: McDowell, McClellan, Pope, Burnside, Hooker, Meade and Grant.  

The major figures covered are McClellan, Meade and Grant. 

 

Sears’ review of McClellan consumes the first half of this book, detailing this 

complex, talented, but flawed leader.  Sears clearly defines McClellan’s 

strengths: training, organizational ability and building the Army’s morale; 

and his serious flaws: surrounding himself with loyal yes-men generals, lack 

of clear, or no communication of his battle plans and an amazing lack of the 

will to use the Army.   Lastly, there is his inability to take responsibility for 

his actions.   

 

Every failure was not his fault: the Confederate army was always much 

larger than his army; Lincoln, Scott, Halleck and/or Stanton were always 

interfering, etc.  Lincoln was forced to use McClellan for his talents to build 

the Army and later to rebuild it after the disaster of Second Bull Run.  But he 

had to put up with McClellan—the general who when handed Lee’s battle 

plan at Antietam waited days to move on that information, giving away a 
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unique opportunity, and the general who failed to see what the 

Army down to the privates understood in the Peninsula Campaign—

that they were winning because he did not go to the front to see.  

 

Sears follows this review of McClellan with a chapter on each of the 

generals that came after him—Pope, Burnside and Hooker—until he 

gets to Meade and Grant in chapter 14 and the last one-third of his 

book.  The series of AOP leaders following McClellan are reviewed 

for their strengths and weaknesses.  Clearly it is amazing that the 

Army survived their ineptitude, and a tribute to those brigadiers 

down to the lowest private that the Army of the Potomac survived.  

Only the solid material of these soldiers kept the Army together.  

Their generals did not have the mettle or brains of the men they led. 

 

Change was on the way, and that change began with Meade.  Meade is 

treated as a good soldier and general who placed his ego aside and 

served his commander and country with loyalty and distinction. 

 

Grant, a quiet man who understood the strengths of the Union—

manufacturing, infrastructure and manpower—clearly 

communicated to the Army his orders and plans, and trusted the 

soldiers to do their job.  General Grant, also, recognized that the way 

to defeat the Confederacy was to defeat their armies by taking the 

initiative away from them.  Not all of his battles were successful, but 

the plan was followed.  Keep the initiative and force the Confederacy 

on the defensive until they were shattered.   

 

Secondly, Grant came to understand that the Army of the Potomac 

was an army that only needed good leadership to place it in a 

position to prevail.  In fact, Grant the outsider understood them 

better than the generals before him.  All they needed was a general with the 

will to use the Army and who did not order a retreat after a setback.  While 

they did not necessarily appreciate a war of attrition, they did understand 

they had to defeat Lee to defeat the Confederacy, and Grant “did not scare 

worth a damn.”  Nor did the Army of the Potomac.   

 

This book could be read as a history of that great and largest Army for the 

Union that eliminated the stain of slavery on that Union.  This is a very good 
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book, maybe a great book.  Between its covers is a thorough history 

of “Lincoln’s Lieutenants,” but also a history of the Army they led.  

Long, yes, but a well written and readable history of the tragedies, 

trials and successes of the generals and the Army of the Potomac.  I 

know of no better history to begin your study of the Army of the 

Potomac.  Go to your library, bookstore or our Silent Auction, as this 

will be added to those book sets being sold to support your JLC 

CWRT.  This book will become your go-to history of that Army.  Grab 

a form and bid on this excellent book. 

 

– Steven Garrett 

(Amazon provides a Look-Inside feature to preview the book.) 
https://www.amazon.com/Lincolns-Lieutenants-High-Command-

Potomac/dp/0618428259/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1507489079&sr=1-

1&keywords=sears+lincoln%27s+lieutenants 

 

 

Valor’s Measure: a Novel Based on the Heroic Civil War Career of 

Joshua L. Chamberlain.  Thomas Wade Oliver.  Publish America. 

Baltimore, 2003. 

 

This is another of a growing list of historical novels using Joshua L. 

Chamberlain as the main character.  Thomas W. Oliver says he 

became interested in Chamberlain as a young man.  Reading about 

the Civil War he “...discovered some pretty interesting characters 

along the way.  One of those characters was Joshua Lawrence 

Chamberlain.” 

 

Oliver goes on in the introduction to explain what he was 

attempting to do:  “My intentions in writing this book were to 

somehow bring Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain back to life.” 

And he said after reading: 

 “Several excellent biographies...I personally found something 

missing in those pages.  I wanted to explore his motivations, 

experience his train of thought, and feel the things he must have felt 

as he faced such trying times and grew into one of this country’s 

most respected military generals.” 

In other words, he needed to tell the story, but needed to leave the barriers 

of a pure historian “to transform Chamberlain back into human being 
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status.”  Oliver goes on, telling us:  “This story of Joshua Lawrence 

Chamberlain is fact based, yet a fictional story of his life during the Civil 

War.” 

 

Thomas W. Oliver has described what he wants to do.  Reviewing 

this novel is to determine whether he did what he described as his 

goal.  And Oliver wants to encourage us: 

“...to change your ideas of the types of people we look up to 

as American heroes today.  All too often, we elevate the 

likes of professional athletes, entertainers and millionaire 

businessmen to idol status, when we have such great 

patriots in our history who are so much more deserving.” 

It is hard to disagree with the author’s goals.  The question is 

whether he reached those goals. 

 

First, Thomas Wade Oliver writes well.  This book flows and is an 

easy read.  He covers the period of Chamberlain’s life from his time 

just prior to enlisting in the army to the end of the war.  This is consistent 

with JL Chamberlain’s early biographers: Willard Wallace, John Pullen and, 

for the most part, Alice Trulock.  But, it is fair to ask if this period will 

provide the insights into Joshua L. Chamberlain he had as a goal: knowing 

his motivations. 

 

Secondly, Thomas W. Oliver says his story is “fact based.”  Yet, on the prior 

page he includes at least four historical errors: 

● He says the Pejepscot Historical Society bought the Chamberlain 

house in 1994; no, 1987. 

● He says JL Chamberlain was born in 1832; no, 1828. 

● He says by the time Chamberlain was 26 he spoke 8 different 

languages; no, he eventually read and spoke nine (9), but it is 

questionable about what age he acquired all nine. 

● And he says Chamberlain was tired of his job teaching at Bowdoin, in 

1861, and that led to his enlisting in 1862; no, on two counts.   

○ First, Joshua L. Chamberlain was a dedicated educator who 

enjoyed teaching and the interaction with his students, 

brought new teaching techniques to his classrooms and was 

popular with his students.  He did not care for the internal 
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politics at Bowdoin between the orthodox and those trying to 

push Bowdoin into the nineteenth century.   

○ Secondly, he believed that educated men must become part 

of the fight to save the Union. While he watched many from 

Bowdoin and Brunswick leave to join the fight, he felt it was 

his duty as a patriot to join the fight, too.  And as an educated 

and well-read man, he understood that the Civil War was a 

critical point in U. S. history, and he did not want to miss it. 

These factual errors do detract from the author’s claim that the book is 

based upon facts.  However, let’s look at his fictionalized story.   

 

Thomas W. Oliver takes the story from the same period as the majority 

of the biographers.  Strange, since he said they left “... something 

missing…”  Also, his description of Fanny follows the early biographers’ 

dismissal of her part in the overall impact upon JL Chamberlain.   Oliver 

does give her credit not mentioned in Willard M. Wallace’s Soul of a 

Lion, but does not venture into their relationship in any depth.  It is 

hard to comprehend a wife of fifty years not having a significant 

impact upon her husband.  During a discussion with Diane Monroe 

Smith, author of Fanny & Joshua: The Enigmatic Lives of Frances 

Caroline Adams and Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain, at the 

Chamberlain Days celebration in Brunswick, Ms. Smith noted that we 

(historians) have gotten Fanny wrong.  She was a much better wife, mother 

and partner than has been portrayed.  She was impacted by many losses, 

(three babies, parents, siblings), failing eyesight and feared for her 

husband’s safety.  All very normal. 

 

T. W. Oliver’s story begins with the forming of the 20th Maine and proceeds 

to Appomattox, with a short “Epilogue” in which he describes a fictional 

event of the family being in Washington to accept his Medal of Honor from 

Congress.  There General Griffin’s widow gives Wyllys a letter her late 

husband wrote to give Wyllys after his father’s death at Petersburg.  As 

Chamberlain survived she had kept it all those years. 

 

Oliver creates a story that is well written, reads well, contains entertaining 

dialogue, but is tragically flawed with historical errors.  If you like a good 

story, then pick up a copy and read this well written book.  But do not 
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expect historical accuracy, nor the real Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain within 

these covers. 

 

– Steven Garrett 

(Amazon provides a Look-Inside feature to preview the book.) 

 
https://www.amazon.com/Valors-Measure-heroic-career-

Chamberlain/dp/0615878385/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1507489570&sr=1-

1&keywords=valor%27s+measure 

 

 

 

Duty Roster 
JLC CWRT Membership Committee thanks the following members.  

 

Renewals: 

Steven Garrett 

Richard W. Kurtz 

Ted Kurtz 

Ken McAfee 

Al & Mary Obery 

David Obery 

Jim Searles 

Gardner & Barbara Shaw 

 

Adopt-a-Speaker Donor: 

Ted Kurtz - General 

  

Charles W. Reed: 

“Apportioning Coffee and 

Sugar” and “Skirmishing 

against the Greybacks” 

 

from Hardtack and Coffee, by 

John Billings. 
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Sutler’s Corner 

Joshua’s Java   
Remember Joshua’s Java? The aromatic 

coffee with rich taste, often served at 

Chamberlain Round Table functions?  

Because we have received a number of 

requests, the Joshua Lawrence 

Chamberlain Civil War Round Table once 

again is offering this locally roasted, 

freshly ground coffee with the 

personalized Round Table label as a 

fundraiser for the organization and for 

holiday serving and gift giving for you.  A 

couple of members have noted that it is 

an excellent gift for those friends and 

family far away who savor coffee, as it is 

a welcomed item and easy to ship.  

Cost of the coffee is $10 per 12 oz. bag with $3.50 profit from each one going into 

the fundraising account. Your choice of regular or decaf, ground or whole bean, will 

be available to you; you may submit your request through the Order Form on page 

21 and order through the mail or complete a form at the meeting.  Please include a 

check for $10 per bag, made out to Carol Manchester. For coffee delivery at the 

December 14 meeting, in time for winter holiday giving, your order must be 

received by November 24.  Please mail your request to Carol Manchester, PO Box 

218, Windham, Maine 04062. 

From last year’s experience, we learned that some people were interested in 

purchasing coffee at the desk entry before or after each meeting, so this year 

coffee for purchase will be available at that time as well.  

 

 

 

  

Idea:  an attractive gift basket featuring Joshua’s Java. 

Charles W. Reed, “On the March.” 

 

Library of Congress 
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Community Calendar — 
Upcoming Events and Such 

 

 

Maine Masonic Civil War Library and Museum – Fall Lecture Series: 

Local Authors & Portland History 

Second Thursdays:  Noon-1:00pm 

Portland Masonic Temple 

415 Congress Street 

 

Boxed Lunch* Lecture Series 

Thurs Oct 12. Jim Dufresne, “They Met at Appomattox.” This lecture will 

cover the Confederate surrender at Appomattox and the Masons who were 

there. 

 

Thurs Nov 9. Matthew Jude Barker, “The Blue and the Green.” Will focus on 

Irish Mainers in the Civil War, drawing from the author’s new book. 

 

This series will be held in the Scottish Rite Reading Room at the historic Masonic 

Temple.  The Scottish Rite Reading Room is dedicated to the many Scottish Rite 

Masons throughout Maine history, including names you might recognize around 

Portland - like Drummond, Preble, Allen, and Deering. *Bring your own lunch. Light 

refreshments provided.  Donations accepted and appreciated  

Charles W. Reed, letter to 

his mother.  Even a simple 

letter to home contained a 

fascinating drawing of 

himself painting at the 

easel. 

 

Note the back slant to the 

handwriting.  Late in the 

war Reed received a saber 

wound on his right hand – 

but fortunately it did not 

affect his artwork, as he 

was left-handed. 

 

Library of Congress 
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Index – Oct 2017          

*  Speaker 
1  Diane Monroe Smith: Exploring Controversies of Chamberlain’s Legacy 

*  News from Headquarters 

3  President’s Note 

5  Treasurer’s Update 

5  Adopt-A-Speaker dates – Dinner Host Program 

 

*  Field Reports 

6  Noma Petroff – Charles W. Reed: Soldier, Artist, MOH 

 

*  Around the Campfire – News from Members 

9  Jack Battick  – Sailor’s Gravestones 

10  Fearing Smallpox Epidemic 

10  Irene Triplett: Oldest Civil War Pensioner  

11 Civil War & History Book Club 

12 Bookshelf – A Few Good Reads – Review: 

  Lincoln’s Lieutenants: Stephen Sears 

 Valor’s Measure: Thomas Oliver 

17  Duty Roster – Member/Donor List 

18  Sutler’s Corner – Joshua’s Java  

19  Community Calendar – Masonic Lunch Series 

 

Want to share announcements or stories with the Newsletter?  

Please keep formatting simple.  You may send Word docs, Word Perfect, or even plain e-

mail notes. (However, PDF’s of articles are difficult to process.)  Send photos as an 

attachment; do not embed them in the article.  

 

Send submissions to Lucy Cunningham at lcunning@bowdoin.edu  

by the 15th of each month.   

 

Did you know:  Most e-mail servers give you the option for the Newsletter to “view online” 

or “download PDF.”  Viewing online is quick – but downloading the PDF actually gives you 

more options – as text and photos can be easily enlarged for easier viewing.  

 

Why can’t I click on the LINKS in the articles?  Due to increasing cyber security concerns, 

some servers now block mass mailings which contain active Links to websites and e-mail 

addresses.  To view the articles being referred to, you will need to copy and paste the LINKS 

into your browser address.  We hope that this way, everyone can still have a chance to stay 

in touch and enjoy their monthly copy of First Call! 
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Joshua’s Java 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Name________________________________________________________ 

E-mail address_________________________________________________ 

Phone________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip__________________________________________________ 

Date__________________________________________________________ 

 

Please check your preference: 

Regular ground _________ Number of bags_________ 

Regular whole bean______ Number of bags_________ 

Decaf ground___________ Number of bags_________ 

Decaf whole bean________ Number of bags_________ 

 

TOTALS 

_____ TOTAL number of Bags 

_____ TOTAL price @ $10 per bag 

 

For coffee delivery at the December 14 meeting, in time for winter holiday giving, 

your order must be received by November 24. 

 

Please make payment to: 

Carol Manchester 

PO Box 218 

Windham ME  04062     (Or present payment to Carol at the JLC CWRT meeting.) 

 

Questions?  Please contact     dcmanchester@msn.com 

Or phone 207-892-6830  

Please Print clearly 
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MEMBERSHIP & ADOPT-A-SPEAKER 
 

Name________________________________________________________ 

E-mail address (required for Newsletter)____________________________ 

Phone________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip__________________________________________________ 

Date__________________________________________________________ 

 

MEMBERSHIP          ___ New Member         ___ Renewal 

___ Individual $25 

___ Family $35 

___ Student $15 

 

___  Additional Donation for JLC CWRT 

_______  TOTAL Membership 

 

*************************************** 

 

ADOPT-A-SPEAKER   

___ General $50  (Generals – see page 3 for Speaker Host program) 

___ Colonel $40   

___ Major $30 

___ Captain $20 

___ Lieutenant $10 

________TOTAL Adopt-A-Speaker 

 

*********************************** 

 

___________ GRAND TOTAL: Membership & Adopt-A-Speaker.   Make payment: 

 

Chamberlain CWRT 

PO Box 1046 

Brunswick ME  04011-1046     (Or present payment to Treasurer at meeting) 

 

For more information, please contact      JLCCWRTmembership@gmail.com 

Please Print clearly 


