
 

 

 
NEWS FROM HEADQUARTERS 

 
MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 

Steven Garrett 
 
Happy New Year to all members and 
guests of the Joshua L. Chamberlain 
Civil War Round Table.   We are off 
to a great start this year with 
wonderful presentations by Paul 
Kahan (The Presidency of U.S. 
Grant), Ned Smith (Two Regiments 
from Maine), Phil Schlegel (From 
Soldier to Sailor), and Mike Bell’s 
presentation on The Iron Brigade.   
On January 10, Dr. Elizabeth 
Leonard will present “Don’t Call Me 
Beast” — her presentation on 
General Benjamin Butler.  Butler is 
easily one of the most controversial 
characters of the Civil War period.  A man who made himself into one of the 
best defense lawyers of his time; technicalities were his specialty.  He shot and 
killed his wife’s lover, got off with a temporary insanity defense, acquired an 
appointment as a general from Lincoln, and switched political parties to stay 
on the winning side.  And, yes, there were those infamous incidents in New 
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Gen. Ulysses S. Grant and staff of eight. 
Courtesy National Archives, National Archives 
Identifier 524444, Local Identifier 111-B-26.  
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Orleans.  I look forward to Dr. Leonard’s presentation on one of Waterville 
College’s (Colby) graduates. 
 
Our organization is in good shape at this time due 
primarily to our past President, Dan Cunningham.  
Dan had the task to right the ship financially and 
accomplished that task very successfully.  We, as a 
small organization, must continue to keep our eye on 
our finances and budget going forward to remain 
successful.  Dan served us very well placing us on a 
stable pathway.  We all owe Dan a big “thank you.” 
 
The Round Table’s goal is to offer a forum for 
presentations and discussions for our communities.  
We are the only active Civil War Round Table in Maine.  
Therefore, please bring your friends, relatives, and 
especially our young, to our meetings.  It is important 
that we leave the desire to know our history to future 
generations without any agenda.  As we all have 
learned, there is so much to study, whatever your 
interest.  How did the changes brought by the Civil 
War affect our society; north and south?  How did it 
affect our education system?  How did it affect a 
woman’s and man’s place?  How did myths about why 
it was fought become so accepted?  Just to mention a 
few.  James McPherson says you cannot understand 
America without a thorough knowledge of the causes 
and effects of the Civil War.   
 

Many who are interested in their family histories may 
find a few “Confederates in the Attic” as I have recently 
found.  It is easier to talk about my Quaker unionist 
and abolitionist relatives, but that would make the story 
incomplete.  Knowing your history, socially as well as 
militarily or politically, may lead to some surprises.  
After all, the people we read about were just people very 
much like ourselves. 

 
Lastly, I want to thank those who have stepped up to take on tasks for the 
Round Table, our board and officers.  Without you we would not exist.    
 
I look forward to seeing you on January 10.  Thank you for your support. 
 
 
 
 

 
THE BOARD OF 

TRUSTEES 
 
PRESIDENT: 
     Steven Garrett 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT: 
     Gardner Shaw 
 
TREASURER: 
     Mark Mahnke 
 
SECRETARY: 
     Carol Manchester 
 
PROGRAM DIRECTOR: 
     Bill Attick 
 
MEMBERS: 
     Dan Cunningham  
     Lucy Cunningham 
     Ken McAfee 
     Bill St. Louis 
     Linda Schlegel  

MONTHLY 
ATTENDANCE 

 
September 2018: 80 
October 2018: 51 
November 2018: 51 
December 2018: 42 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
MARK MAHNKE 

 
BEGINNING BALANCE (June 30, 2018): $ 4,755.44 
 
INCOME (July – December 2018) 
          $ 1,070.00 Memberships 
          $    207.00 Book Raffle 
          $      72.00 Donations 
          $        0.00 Adopt-A-Speaker 
          $      77.00 Sales (Books, etc.) 
          $      52.50 Coffee Sales 
 
EXPENSES (July – December 2018) 
          $    300.00 Speaker Fees 
          $    169.65 Speaker Meals 
          $    252.88 Speaker Hotel 
          $      23.35 Speaker Mileage 
          $    105.00 Gift Certificates 
          $    166.00 Post Office Box 
          $    113.30 Miscellaneous (Printing) 

 
ENDING BALANCE (December 31, 2018): $ 5,103.76 

NOTEWORTHY MOMENTS IN CIVIL WAR HISTORY 
 
GENERAL: You will receive with this the order of the President placing you in command of 
the Army of the Potomac.  Considering the circumstances, no one ever received a more 
important command; and I cannot doubt that you will fully justify the confidence which 
the Government has reposed in you. 
 
H. W. Halleck, General-in-Chief, to Maj. Gen. George G. Meade, Army of the Potomac, 
June 27, 1863.  (From The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of 
the Union and Confederate Armies; Series I, Vol. 27, Part 1, p. 61.) 

 
 
 JLC CWRT MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THE 

SECOND THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH: 
 
7:00 p.m.  
Morrell Room 
Curtis Memorial Library 
23 Pleasant St, Brunswick, ME 
 
Weather Cancellations: 
Channels 6, 8, 13 
 
If the Library closes due to a storm, the meeting will 
be cancelled. Members will receive an email 
notification of cancellation from the CWRT Secretary. 
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AROUND THE CAMPFIRE 
(News about our members) 

 
OUR SEPTEMBER GATHERING WAS A TIME TO CELEBRATE  

HAPPY 190TH BIRTHDAY JOSHUA! 
 

                

 

                                               
 
 
 
 

DAN CUNNINGHAM 
PAST PRESIDENT 

2010 – 2012, 2016 – 2018  
 

KUDOS TO CAROL MANCHESTER FOR THE CAKE AND “JOSHUA’S 
JAVA” COFFEE, ADDING A TASTY TOUCH TO OUR CELEBRATION! 

DAN AND LUCY CUNNINGHAM 
Dan and Lucy are long-time members 
who have held numerous critical 
leadership roles.   

 
 

DENISE MOORE AND ERIC REYNOLDS 
Denise and Eric are new members of our 
CWRT – welcome!  Denise’s interest in 
history also includes being a Regent of the 
Topsham-Brunswick chapter of the DAR. 

DRESSED 

        FOR THE 

               OCCASION! 
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REMEMBERING CORPORAL TRELEASE 
Mike Bell 

 

 
 
there was one fellow in particular that our little group was focused on.  
 
George William Trelease, or Bill, as he was known, 
died here.  He was only 19.  In the chaos after the 
battle, he was misidentified and likely buried as an 
unknown in the military cemetery in Fredericksburg. 
I pray to God that he did not suffer, calling out for his 
mother... 
 
We stood on this field of honor and said a prayer. We 
gave thanks for his service and for his sacrifice. 
 
My son Jonathan found this story to be of particular interest, for Corporal Bill 
Trelease was his 6x great uncle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We had walked for about 20 minutes. The air 
was a bit thick with humidity, but a slight 
breeze was starting to move through the area. 
The ranger at the visitor shelter had mentioned 
the undulating landscape at this part of the 
battlefield. This seemed to be the place we 
were looking for. 
 
We looked up the last gentle slope and 
imagined what had happened here so many 
years ago.  The 15th New Jersey was in the 
thick of the fighting here on May 8, 1864, at 
Laurel Hill.  And while many were lost here,  
 

 

Photo by Mike Bell. 

Photo by Mike Bell. 

FROM THE FIRST CALL EDITORS 
 
Many thanks to the members who have contributed to this first semi-annual edition of First 
Call.  Our goal is to produce an informative and interesting newsletter.  Toward that end, 
please feel free to contact us at firstcall@twc.com with any ideas, comments, or questions 
you may have.  We encourage and welcome our members to consider submitting an article 
or other content (e.g. a picture of your Civil War ancestor, observations from a visit to a 
battlefield, etc.) you may want to share. 
 
Phil and Linda Schlegel 
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FIELD REPORTS 
 

GRANT – CHAMBERLAIN CONNECTIONS 
(FIRST IN A SERIES) 

 
Noma Petroff’s interest and study of the life and times of Ulysses S. Grant is a 
frequent and welcome source of discussion at the CWRT.  Over the years, 
Noma has collected several articles highlighting General Grant’s connections 
with our namesake, Joshua Chamberlain.  One document, presented here, is 
an August 8, 1885, letter in which Chamberlain shared a stirring account of 
Grant’s funeral with his wife Fanny.1  The letter is included in the Joshua L. 
Chamberlain digital archive, George J. Mitchell Department of Special 
Collections and Archives, at Bowdoin College. 
 

New York  8 Aug. 85                            
 
My dear Fanny; 
 
The great scene is over. 
Grant is laid in his 
tomb. You may 
imagine—few others 
can—how strange that 
seems to me. That 
emblem of strength + 
stubborn resolution 
yielding to human 
weakness + passing 
helplessly away to dust. 
 
I wish you could have seen the faces of Sherman + 
Sheridan + Hancock as they stood over that bier before the 
body was laid away. 
 
What thoughts—what memories—what monitions passed 
through those minds! The pageant and the tribute of 
honor were grand—worthy of a great nation. I wish now 
very much that I had brought Wyllys with me. 

 
Tomb of Gen. Ulysses S. Grant, Riverside Park, New 
York City. Photograph. Retrieved from the Library 
of Congress, <www.loc.gov/item/2006678041/>. 
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This is the last of the great scenes. At least for this 
generation. I will tell you more about it when I get rested 
a little, or after I come home. By Genl Hancock's kind 
attention I was treated with marked distinction—too 
much in fact. 
 

I had a carriage directly in 
the group of Cabinet Ministers + 
the most distinguished men of 
the Country. It chanced that I 
was far ahead of the Governors 
of States + officers of the Army. I 
would not have chosen that 
position because it was too 
much. But Genl Hancock's staff 
officer did not seem to 
understand that I was only a 
private citizen. 

 
I was also in the same line with 
the Senators chosen as chief 
mourners. It strangely 
happened that Governor 
Coburn of Maine was left out 
without notice + without 
provision by carriage for a 
place in the procession. 

 
I stopped my carriage when I saw him + took him + the 
Commander in Chief of the Grand Army into my carriage 
+ my place—far ahead of that to which they would have 
fallen if they had had a carriage!  
 
By this means they had a chance to see the whole ceremony + 
at the burial service they were with me not ten feet from the 

 
Notables in carriages in parade and 
spectators along street for the funeral of Pres. 
Ulysses S. Grant, New York City.  
Photograph.  Retrieved from the Library of 
Congress, www.loc.gov/item/2003677337/. 
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central scene. The casket before the tomb-door, while the last 
service were paid—the last prayer offered—the bugler stepped to 
the front + sounded with trembling lips the tattoo! The evening 
roll call—you remember—the end of the day—the signal of 
silence + darkness. They who stood about—most of them—could 
not feel all that said to me.  I looked in vain for a face that 
seemed to express what I was feeling. 
 
But not till I saw ^ the faces of  Sherman + Sheridan + Hancock did  I 
meet that response, + that deepened all my own feelings. 
 
The great men of the nation were there. But nothing 
seemed great to me—but what was gone; except the 
multitudes that crowded miles on miles, + the tokens of 
mourning that overshadowed the city. 
 
Grant himself seemed greater now than ever. And he is. 
 
I am glad I saw it all, + was admitted to a near place. 
 
Do not think me foolish + egotistic. It is not that spirit 
that prompts me to speak of myself: but you know I have 
had great + deep experiences-- + some of my life has gone 
into the history of the days that are past. 
 
I shall probably go to Phila. + West Virginia next. Address 
care of M.C.C. Church Parkersburg West [Va]. Good night + 
all blessings. 
 
Yours J.L.C. 

 
 
1 Maine State Museum, Augusta, Maine.  Published in the Joshua L. Chamberlain Digital Archive, 
George J. Mitchell Department of Special Collections and Archives, Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Maine, 
http://learn.bowdoin.edu/joshua-lawrence-chamberlain/documents/1885-08-08.html. 
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THE STEVENS BROTHERS OF WATERVILLE 

Philip J. Schlegel 
 
For many years now, Linda and I have kept a Memorial Day tradition of leaving 
a spring flower from our garden (lilies of the valley) at the grave of a soldier who 
had been killed in action in the defense of the nation.  Over the years we have 
visited many graves, recalling fallen soldiers from the American Revolution to 
Afghanistan.  In 2018 we visited Pine Grove Cemetery in Waterville in search of 
the grave of Captain William A. Stevens, Company E, 16th Regiment, Maine 
Infantry, who had been killed near Petersburg on June 19, 1864, by a 
Confederate sharpshooter’s bullet. 
 
A recent return visit to Gettysburg had 
rekindled my interest in the 16th Maine. 
Further research revealed that Captain 
Stevens hailed from Waterville and that he 
had been laid to rest at Pine Grove. 
 
Memorial Day 2018 was a beautiful day in 
Waterville, which made for a fine opportunity 
to wander through the heavily wooded 
cemetery. We were lucky to find the Stevens 
family plot rather quickly, particularly since 
there was no flag or other marker identifying 
the gravesite as a Civil War veteran. 
 

 
As we examined the family monument 
it quickly became evident that Whiting 
and Mary Stevens not only lost their 
oldest son William to the war, but their 
second son, Edwin, also of Company E, 
16th Maine, who was killed in action at 
Weldon Railroad on August 18, 1864, 
two months after his brother William 
had been shot dead near Petersburg.  
The realization evoked a strong feeling 
of sorrow—a poignant reminder of the 
true meaning of Memorial Day. 
 
When the Civil War broke out, both 
William and Edwin were enrolled at 
Waterville (now Colby) College—William 
with the Class of 1862 and Edwin with 

 

 
Photo by author. 

Photo by author. 
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the Class of 1863.  William completed his 
studies in July 1862 and joined Company E, 
16th Maine Infantry, with two of his 
classmates.  According to a Colby obituary 
record: “Upon the final examination of his 
[Arch D. Leavitt] class, five weeks before 
commencement, he and two others of his class 
[William E. Brooks and William A. Stevens] at 
once undertook to enlist a company for a 
regiment then raising. . . . The three performed 
no parts in the Commencement exercises, at 
which, however, they received their Diplomas, 
clad in the Federal uniform.”  Edwin had 
“nearly completed his Junior year” when he 
followed his brother into Company E.1 
 

 
 
The Muster-In roll of Company E, 16th Regiment of 
Infantry, Maine Volunteers, reveals that William A. 
Stevens “Joined for Duty and Enrolled” at Augusta 
as Second Lieutenant on July 9, 1862.  Edwin 
“Joined for Duty and Enrolled” at Waterville as “2d 
Sergt” on July 25th.  Edwin was enrolled by his 
brother William.  On August 14, 1862, Company E 
was mustered into federal service.  William rose to 
the rank of Captain and Edwin would become 
Sergeant Major.2 
 
The Stevens brothers were not strangers to the 
perils of combat.  In December 1862 William was 
severely wounded in the right thigh at 
Fredericksburg.3  Both were captured during the 
first day of battle at Gettysburg.4  The monthly 
return of the 16th Maine for July 1863 clearly 
indicates that William and Edwin were missing in 
action.5  Both were exchanged. 

 
The August 1863 monthly return indicates that William had been exchanged 
and was listed as “absent with leave,” but Edwin did not appear as a “gain from 
missing in action” (exchanged and returned to Company E) until the end of 
October.6 
 
Abner R. Small’s 1886 history of the 16th Maine recounts the compelling stories 
of the deaths of the Stevens brothers.  William and the 16th Maine were at 

 
William A. Stevens, Class of 1862. 
(Courtesy Colby College Special 
Collections.) 

 
Capt. William A. Stevens. 
(Courtesy Maine State 
Archives.) 
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Petersburg in June 1864.  On June 19, “the rebel sharp-shooters had an 
uninterrupted range of our whole front, and the men lay close to the ground all 
day, and at night deepened the trenches, and dug parallels and approaches to 
the wells and other works in the rear.  The regiment remained here until the 24th 
instant within eighty yards of the rebels, and suffered a daily loss.  Captain 
Stevens, of Company E, while reading a newspaper, inadvertently moving his 
head from cover of a tree behind which he was seated, was instantly shot 
through the neck.  The carotid artery was severed, and he died in his brother’s 
arms, vainly trying to finish a message of farewell.”7 
 
A Colby College obituary record chronicles a 
slightly different account of William’s death: “. . . 
while sitting in conversation behind 
breastworks, before Petersburg, [he was] shot by 
a rebel marksman.  A large artery of the neck 
was severed, and he died of hemorrhage in less 
than an hour from the time when he was 
wounded.”  Both sources agree that Edwin 
comforted William as he died of his wound.8  
 
 
 
                                         Two months later, on August 18, 1864, the 16th 

                                         Maine was about five miles south of Petersburg,  
                                         heavily engaged with Confederate forces exploiting a 
                                         poorly executed link in the Union line near the 
                                         Weldon Railroad: “. . . the enemy, quick to discover  
                                         the opening between the divisions, filed through and 
                                         formed rapidly in the rear of the regiment.  The first 
                                         intimation the right battalion had, was the melting 
                                         away of the left.  Some officer ordered the men to lie 
                                         down and blaze away.  Immediately the enemy 
charged the brigade in front and rear, and over one hundred of its numbers 
started, with a most willing escort, for Petersburgh—cursing the blundering 
stupidity of some one, they knew not who.  The division, so much of it as 
remained in line of battle, was withdrawn from the woods and a new line 
established, less favorable to the rebels.  The Sixteenth lost Sergeant-Major 
Edwin C. Stevens [shot through the head] and Private James Fahey, Company 
A, killed; about twenty enlisted men wounded; Captain Conley, Lieutenants 
Broughton, Fitch, and Chapman, Adjutant Small, and thirty men prisoners.”9 
 
Colby has not forgotten the Stevens brothers.  In 1869 the college 
commissioned the Memorial Tablet and “Weeping Lion” sculpture, now located 
in the Miller Library, which exquisitely memorialized Colby’s Civil War dead.  

 

 
Photo by author. 

Photo by author. 



12 |  First Call                                  Joshua L. Chamberlain Civil War Round Table                                 January 2019 
 
 

Both of their names appear in the center column of the tablet, William with the 
Class of 1862 and Edwin with the Class of 1863. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The names of William and Edwin Stevens can also be found on the pedestal of 
the flagpole situated in the center of the lawn in front of Colby’s Miller Library. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acknowledgement and special thanks go to the archivists and staff at the Maine 
State Archives and the Special Collections staff at Colby College for facilitating 
the research necessary to complete this story. 

 

     

 

The “Weeping Lion” and Memorial Tablet, Miller Library, Colby College, Waterville, 
Maine. (Photo by author.) 

Pedestal of the flagpole, Colby College, Waterville, Maine.  (Photos by author.) 
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1 Colby College, Waterville, Me. [from old catalog]. An Obituary Record of Graduates of Colby University ..: From 1822 to 
1870. [Waterville: Printed for the alumni [Lewiston, Journal press], 1870, pp. 58-59. 
2 "Maine, State Archive Collections, 1718-1957," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939N-8SQJ-5?cc=1877829&wc=9Y8P-
1X2%3A174548501%2C174548502%2C174969701 : 20 May 2014), Maine > Military Records-Civil War > 16th 
Infantry and duplicate muster-in rolls page 4532-4540 > image 12 of 23; State Archives, Augusta. 
3 “List of Killed, Missing and Wounded of 16th Reg’t Maine Vols. after the Battle near Fredericksburg, Va. December 13th 
1862” and “List of Casualties in the Sixteenth Regt of Me[?] Vols. at the Battle of Fredericksburgh, Va. Dec. 13th 1862;” 
Adjutant General, Regimental Correspondence, 16th Maine Regiment [1862, December, Folder 8]; Civil War – Incoming 
Military Corresponde[nce]; Maine State Archives, Augusta, Maine. 
4 “List of the Killed, Wounded, & Missing in the 16th Maine Regiment Infantry Vols, at the battle of Gettysburg, Pa.;” 
Adjutant General, Regimental Correspondence, 16th Maine Regiment [1863, August, Folder 16]; Civil War – Incoming 
Military Corresponde[nce]; Maine State Archives, Augusta, Maine. 
5 "Maine, State Archive Collections, 1718-1957," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939N-8S71-4?cc=1877829&wc=9Y8P-
1XG%3A174548501%2C174548502%2C174972501 : 20 May 2014), Maine > Military Records-Civil War > 16th 
Infantry and monthly returns May 1863-Feb 1864 page 4581-4591 > image 7 of 25; State Archives, Augusta. 
6 "Maine, State Archive Collections, 1718-1957," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939N-8S7P-9?cc=1877829&wc=9Y8P-
1XG%3A174548501%2C174548502%2C174972501 : 20 May 2014), Maine > Military Records-Civil War > 16th 
Infantry and monthly returns May 1863-Feb 1864 page 4581-4591 > image 9 of 25; State Archives, Augusta.  "Maine, 
State Archive Collections, 1718-1957," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939N-8S7N-L?cc=1877829&wc=9Y8P-
1XG%3A174548501%2C174548502%2C174972501 : 20 May 2014), Maine > Military Records-Civil War > 16th 
Infantry and monthly returns May 1863-Feb 1864 page 4581-4591 > image 14 of 25; State Archives, Augusta. 
There are certain anomalies in the primary (various regimental returns) and published records that are open to further 
research, but it is clear that both William (as Captain) and Edwin (as Sergeant) were present with Company E, “Near 
Bristow Station, Va.” on October 31, 1863. 
7 Small, Abner Ralph, 1836-1910. The Sixteenth Maine Regiment In the War of the Rebellion. Portland, Me.: Pub. for the 
regimental association, by B. Thurston & company, 1886, pp. 191-192. 
8 Colby College, An Obituary Record, 59. 
9 Small, The Sixteenth Maine, pp. 195-197.  Colby College, An Obituary Record, 59. 
 

                                                             

 
 
 
 
 
THE 1ST MAINE CAVALRY MONUMENT 
                  Steve Bunker 
 
 
 

I started the campaign to memorialize the 1st Maine Cavalry’s part in the 
Gettysburg Campaign five or six years ago. 
 
After the Rebellion, Maine was relatively poor and less able to build grand 
monuments on distant fields. Nonetheless, over the years many small towns in 
Maine eventually found funds for modest memorials on their own town 
squares. 
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I thought if I made presentations to local 
historical societies and other groups, I could 
raise funds to do a modest, but proper 
memorial on one of the Southern battlefields. 
And that’s what happened. Over the past 
several years, I have given many presentations 
around the state, talking about Maine’s part 
in the War for the Union and sharing my 
collection of Civil War artifacts with the 
public. 
 
Most of these groups stepped up to the plate. 
The Chamberlain CWRT gave generously as 
did reenactors of the 1st Maine Cavalry and 
the 3rd Maine Infantry. The support of the 
Sons of Union Veterans kept me on course. 

 
This has been a project by and for the people of Maine. The monument is a 
natural piece of Portland gray granite weighing about 3000 pounds. I felt it was 
important to create a simple marker that does not detract from the natural 
appearance of the battlefield. It was also important to have a monument that 
was virtually vandal-proof. I added iron rings to each side of the stone for tying 
up horses. This is Virginia horse country. 
 
I am now searching for transportation for 
the stone to the Middleburg Battlefield. 
We will dedicate our stone in Middleburg 
in the Spring. 
 
For those of us who are fascinated by the 
history of our War of the Rebellion, there 
are moments and events that are 
particularly memorable. For those of us 
from Maine, the stand of the 20th Maine 
at Little Round Top, or the charge of the 
1st Maine Heavy Artillery at Petersburg 
stand out. For me, the most interesting 
moment actually spans several days in 
June of 1863. 
 
The Story: 
 
The U.S. and Confederate armies were operating in Virginia. They were 
separated by two mountain ranges, the Catoctins to the east and the Blue 
Ridge to the west. The Union forces were concentrated between the Catoctins 
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and Washington to guard the Nation’s Capital. Lee, well to the west in the 
Shenandoah Valley was about to begin his march north to invade 
Pennsylvania. His task was to march as quickly and as secretly as possible, to 
get ahead of any interference from the U.S. Army of the Potomac. This would 
call for the Confederate cavalry to block the mountain passes to prevent the 
roving Union cavalry from determining Lee’s movements. This was the 
responsibility of General James "Jeb" Stuart. Stuart was a well-regarded 
cavalry officer who had been generally successful in past missions. But he had 
been surprised and forced into an unwanted battle on June 9 at Brandy 
Station where he was almost captured by Union horsemen. Now he had to stop 
the same horsemen from observing the main Rebel army’s march north 
through the valley. 
 
The Confederate cavalry at this time was well-prepared for any mission. It 
consisted of over 12,000 mounted horsemen and several batteries of horse 
artillery. Many of the Virginia units were locally-raised and knew the area well. 
They were also led by experienced officers. The Federal cavalry, as well, had 
recently been reorganized and had shown itself to be a formidable fighting 
force. Several of the regiments that opposed Stuart were among the best that 
the Union would produce during the war. One of these regiments was the 1st 
Maine Cavalry. 
 
At this time, the 1st Maine was commanded by Col. Calvin S. Douty, the 50-
year-old former sheriff of Piscataquis County. The unit had been organized in 
October 1861 but had stayed in Maine that winter for drill and training. The 
recruits had come from all over the state and included farmers, mill workers, 
craftsmen and a large number of sailors. Even some Canadians from the 
Maritimes had joined. The months of hard winter weather and training was to 
prove beneficial once the regiment had reached the field of battle. This was a  

critical difference from other mounted 
units, many of which were thrust into 
action with little drill or experience. 

 
When the Mainers reached Virginia in the 
Spring of 1862, they were better prepared 
for the soldiers’ life in the field. At Brandy 
Station they launched a charge that had 
carried them through the Confederates’ 
line and over the Rebel battery. When they 
reached the Confederate rear, they quickly 
reorganized, and charged back through 
the Southern lines, surprising Union and 
Confederates alike. It was the beginning of 
a legend. 
 

1st Maine Cavalry Skirmishing. Waud, Alfred 
R., Artist. 1st Maine Cavalry Skirmishing. 
Photograph. Retrieved from the Library of 
Congress, www.loc.gov/item/2004661375/. 



16 |  First Call                                  Joshua L. Chamberlain Civil War Round Table                                 January 2019 
 
 

On the 17th of June [1863], a brigade of U.S. cavalry was opposed by an equal 
number of Confederate horsemen outside the town of Aldie, Virginia. In a 
bloody collision, the 1st Massachusetts Cavalry had been thrown into a futile 
charge against a stone wall manned by determined, dismounted defenders. The 
other Federal units, the 2nd and 4th NY, and the 6th Ohio, had been clumsily 
fed into the battle, piecemeal, by newly-commissioned Brigadier General Hugh 
Judson Kilpatrick. As the battle seemed lost, the 1st Maine arrived on the 
scene after a long patrol. Kilpatrick implored Colonel Douty to save the day. 
Meanwhile, the emboldened Rebel horsemen, sensing victory, were charging 
down the hill to capture the Union artillery section, now largely unprotected. 
 
The Mainers reacted 
immediately. Captain Andrew 
Spurling, formerly of Cranberry 
Isles, commanded the squadron 
comprised of Companies D and 
H. He formed them in a column 
of fours and countercharged up 
the hill to the stone wall and 
into the Confederate right flank. 
Though heavily outnumbered 
and surrounded, Spurling’s 
assault broke the rebel charge 
and threw their adversaries into 
confusion. Spurling’s men 
fought with pistol and saber  
while the other Maine companies 
under Major Stephen Boothby assaulted the stone wall head-on, and on the 
Rebel left with mounted and dismounted troopers. The Confederates fell back 
leaving many prisoners. A young sergeant of the 1st Maine captured the 
regimental flag of the 4th Virginia. 
 
Two days later the Maine men would again tangle with Stuart’s horsemen at 
Middleburg. The Confederates placed artillery on the crest of a rise to the west 
of the town and formed a defensive line of mounted and dismounted cavalry to 
block the Federals from advancing toward the gaps in the Blue Ridge. This 
engagement was larger than the previous encounter and involved more units 
on both sides. The 1st Maine assaulted the Confederate center while sending 
other companies of the regiment to strike the Rebel right. The companies 
attacking the center achieved initial success overwhelming the guns, but were 
forced back until the Confederate right flank was swallowed up by those Union 
companies attacking that sector. 
 
The 1st Maine took more prisoners from the Rebel right flank than they had 
men taking part in that charge. The Confederates retreated leaving the Union 

 
Forbes, Edwin, Artist. Cavalry fight near Aldie, Va. 
During the march to Gettysburg; the Union Cavalry; 
commanded by Gen. Pleasonton, the Confederate by 
J.E.B. Stuart. Photograph. Retrieved from the Library 
of Congress, www.loc.gov/item/2004661927/. 
(Cropped for presentation.) 
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horsemen in possession of the field. On the 21st of June, two days later, 
another battle developed nearby at the little hamlet of Upperville. Again, the 
Maine horsemen distinguished themselves with a headlong charge into the 
muzzle of a howitzer which was quickly abandoned by the frightened gunners. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 1st Maine troopers charged through the town, breaking up an attempted 
ambush and winning the day. Fortunately, their charge was so swift and 
decisive that none of the Mainers were killed that day and only several wounds 
were reported. Capt. Spurling received a pistol ball in the leg, but he would be 
back in the saddle for Gettysburg early in July. The cost of these small victories 
to the Maine regiment was high. Seventeen men were killed, including Colonel 
Douty. Many others were wounded. The Confederate forces were successful in 
blocking the Federals from breeching the Blue Ridge passes though they lost 
the three battles and many valuable men. But by now it was obvious that Lee 
was hiding an important movement. The Southern army could only be heading 
north. It would stop at Gettysburg. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Army of the Potomac – skirmish at Upperville, Virginia,/from a sketch by Mr. A.R. Waud. 
[published] Photograph. Retrieved from the Library of Congress, www.loc.gov/item/93514380/. 
(Cropped for presentation.) 

ADOPT‐A‐SPEAKER – DINNER HOST PROGRAM 
 
The JLC CWRT Dinner Host program provides an opportunity for our 
members to meet and chat with a visiting speaker.  Members who 
donate to the Adopt‐A‐Speaker program at the “General” level have 
the opportunity to join a visiting speaker for diner at Richard’s 
Restaurant in Brunswick.  The CWRT pays for dinner for the 
speaker, and the host pays for his/her own dinner.  See the last page 
of the newsletter to enroll in the Adopt‐A‐Speaker program. Please 
contact Mark Mahnke (our Treasurer) at least one week before the 
scheduled program to make arrangements to host a specific speaker. 
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RESEARCH UPDATE: THE CHAMBERLAIN LOYAL LEGION BADGE 
Phil Schlegel 

 
In an article that appeared in the March 2018 edition of First Call, a question 
concerning the configuration of the ribbon on the Chamberlain Loyal Legion 
(MOLLUS) badge was left “to be settled another day.”  Since that article 
appeared, I have completed further research, the results of which recently 
appeared in the Pejepscot Historical Society newsletter. 
 

It is now evident that Joshua’s Loyal Legion badge was handed 
down to his son, Harold Wyllys Chamberlain.  As a former 
combatant, Joshua was elected to the Loyal Legion as a “Companion 
of the First Class” in 1865.  The Maine Commandry of the Loyal 
legion elected Harold a “Companion of the Second Class” (as the 
eldest son of a living original Companion of the First Class) on 
September 5, 1900. 
 
It now appears that after Joshua’s death, Harold returned his 
father’s badge to Bailey, Banks & Biddle, where the original ribbon 
was exchanged for a succession ribbon, featuring the wide blue 
center stripe.  In addition, the link engraved with Joshua’s 
companion number (62) was reversed and Harold’s companion 
number (12939) was added. 
 

                    
 
 
 
 
Joshua’s original insignia, suspended from Harold’s succession 
ribbon, is currently on display at the Chamberlain Museum. 
 
Many thanks to the Pennsylvania Commandry and the Abraham 
Lincoln Foundation of the Union League of Philadelphia for sharing 
their insights and for the documents they recently provided.1 

 
1 Excerpted from The Cupola, News of the Pejepscot Historical Society, Brunswick, Maine, Fall 2018, p. 6. 

 

The Chamberlain Loyal Legion 
badge, obverse. Note loop engraved 
with JLC’s companion number,  
62. (Photo courtesy of the Pejepscot 
Historical Society.)  

The Chamberlain Loyal Legion 
badge, reverse. Note loop engraved 
with HWC’s companion number, 
12939. (Photo courtesy of the 
Pejepscot Historical Society.)  
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BOOK REVIEW 
 

A VERY GOOD READ 
Steven Garrett 

 
George C. Rable.  Civil Wars: Women and the Crisis of Southern 
Nationalism.  University of Illinois Press. Urbana, Illinois, 1991. 
 
During the summer I’m a Docent at the Chamberlain Museum.  One part of 
that task I enjoy most is meeting other Civil War history buffs and learning 
about their interests relative to the Civil War; its causes, the history of events, 
and its impact upon our country and culture.  I guided the author and his wife 
through the house this summer.  Ever the gentleman, Professor Rable did not 
mention that he was Professor emeritus, past chairman of the history 
department at the University of Alabama, and the author of seven books on the 
Civil War. 
 
As we completed the tour, the good man’s wife whispered in my ear that her 
husband had written a few books on the Civil War and that I might be 
interested in asking him about his interests.  I skillfully, or not so skillfully, 
asked him about the source of his interest in our local hero.  He said he 
became interested while doing research on Fredericksburg.  Mrs. Rable 
implored Professor Rable to fess up about his books and history.  Below is a list 
of his books: 
 
● Civil Wars: Women and the Crisis of Southern Nationalism. (1991) 
● News from Fredericksburg. [Frank L. Clement Lectures] (2000) 
● The Confederate Republic: A Revolution Against Politics. (2007) 
● But There Was No Peace: The Role of Violence in the Politics of 

Reconstruction. (2007) 
● Fredericksburg! Fredericksburg! (2012) 
● God’s Almost Chosen Peoples: A Religious History of the American Civil War. 

(2015) 
● Damn Yankees: Demonization and Defiance in the Confederate South. (2015) 

 
Professor Rable is currently working on Abraham Lincoln and George B. 
McClellan’s relationship that he plans to publish in the near future.  
 
A wonderful discussion followed.  After returning home I “googled” him and 
discovered the above list of books and his history.  Prior to the University of 
Alabama, he taught at Anderson University, a small university near my home 
town in Indiana.  I was hooked; I had to read one of his books and this review 
is my first. 
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Professor Rable begins the Preface with: 
 
This Book is about the South, about women, and about the Confederacy.   
While all of that is true, this is not a military or political history.  This is a 
history about people. Specifically, the women left behind and how they 
responded to the war, the changes brought by the war, and how they survived 
it.  It is an amazing and long overdue study of how real people survived violent 
changes to their world, from prior to the war to the beginning of reconstruction 
period.  The subjects are women at all levels of the social ladder, focusing on 
those who left material for the researcher.  That is, from the top down to those 
who left written diaries and letters through the yeomen and farmer class. 
 
The structure of the book follows thirteen chapters that focus its contents: 
 
  1. Tradition, Change, and Uneasy Accommodations 
  2. Defenders of the Faith 
  3. The Civil War as Family Crisis 
  4. Southern Women and Confederate Military Power 
  5. The Political Economy of the Southern Home Front 
  6. The New Women of the Confederacy 
  7. Duty, Honor, and Frustrations: The dilemmas of 
      Female Patriotism 
  8. The Coming of Lucifer’s Legions 
  9. Refugees and Revelers 
10. From Exaltation to Despair 
11. Defeat 
12. Reconstructing the Domestic Economy 
13. The Janus-Faced Women of the New South 
 
This book follows southern women from wealthy belles to farmers’ wives from 
the beginning of the war; their struggles to survive the economy, learning to do 
unfamiliar tasks, learning to be head of the family and sole breadwinner, 
battlefields in the front and backyard, living under an army of occupation, 
flight and surviving as refugees.  Then, after the war, learning to renew the 
family life often with a broken or no husband for support.  This book is 
universal in its focus on the home front victims.  And the cost to them in every 
war.  These women learned about themselves and their abilities, but unlike 
their northern sisters, did not move toward pushing for social change.  Read 
this book and discover why.   
 
Go to your local library, bookstore, or download this as an ebook.  It is well 
worth your time and will provide another piece of the puzzle that is our Civil 
War history. 
 
 

Civil War & History 
Book Club 

 
The Round Table has 
sponsored a book club 
for many years. Everyone 
is invited to join and 
participate in our 
discussions, debates, 
and treats. We know you 
will enjoy the reads and 
the lively discussion.  We 
meet the third Monday of 
each month at 7 p.m. at 
People Plus, 35 Union 
Street in Brunswick – or 
dates determined by the 
book club. 
 
Steve Garrett 
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MEMBERSHIP & ADOPT-A-SPEAKER 
 
 
Name ____________________________________________________________  
E-mail address (required for Newsletter) ___________________________  
Phone ____________________________________________________________  
Address __________________________________________________________  
City/State/Zip ____________________________________________________  
Date ______________________________________________________________  
Please Print clearly  
 
MEMBERSHIP ___ New Member ___ Renewal  
 
___ Individual $25  
___ Family $35  
___ Student $15  
___ Additional Donation for JLC CWRT  
_______ TOTAL Membership  
 
***************************************  
 
ADOPT-A-SPEAKER  
 
___ General $50 (See “ADOPT‐A‐SPEAKER – DINNER HOST PROGRAM” above)  
___ Colonel $40  
___ Major $30  
___ Captain $20  
___ Lieutenant $10  
________TOTAL Adopt-A-Speaker  
 
***********************************  
 
_________ GRAND TOTAL: Membership & Adopt-A-Speaker. Make payment to:  
 
Chamberlain CWRT  
PO Box 1046  
Brunswick ME 04011-1046 (Or present payment to Treasurer at meeting)  
 
For more information, please contact JLCCWRTmembership@gmail.com 


