
 
Thurs March 8 
 

Steve Bunker: 
The Civil War on the Western Plains 
 
The War of the Rebellion in the West has been largely 
overlooked, overshadowed by dramatic campaigns in the 
East. But from western Kansas to New Mexico, and north to 
Minnesota, war was fought in encounters as strategically 
important as any larger battles in the East. 
 
Confederate and Union forces not only fought bitterly with 
each other, but Mexican-Americans and Native Peoples 
along with some of the first organized “colored” units, found 
themselves caught up in a confused struggle of changing 
loyalties and conditions that did not end with the surrenders 
in 1865 back East. 
 
While heroes were made and new states were created, 
terrible massacres and what anyone today would consider to be war crimes 
were common. The Civil War easily bled into the subsequent Indian Wars, 
involving many of the same people. 
 
We can never cover the whole war in the West in one hour but we can 
examine some important events. We will talk about the Texan invasion of 
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Steve Bunker gets some helpful 
advice on gathering rations for his 
regiment of  1st Maine  cavalry    
re-enactors. 
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New Mexico and characters like Kit Carson and John 
Chivington; the tragedy of Chief Black Kettle; the Maine 
sea captain who anchored Kansas for the Union; the 
extraordinary march of the California volunteers, and the 
recent reenactment of a forgotten march and battle in 
what is now Wyoming. 
 
I will bring a couple of artifacts from that period for 
people to examine. 
 
******************** 
 
Over 55 years ago, a teenaged Steve Bunker co-founded 
the First Maine Cavalry, a reenactment and living history 
organization that is active today.  
 
He was instrumental in the creation of the Civil War 
Museum in Baltimore, Maryland. He is former 
Department Commander, Sons of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War. Currently he is working to place a memorial 
stone on the battlefield at Middleburg, Virginia, dedicated to the First Maine 
Cavalry.   
 
An infantry veteran of the Vietnam War and former merchant mariner, 
Bunker lives in Gray with his wife, Sharon, and two loud macaws. As you 
know, he has been a member of the Chamberlain Round Table for many 
years.  
 

JLC CWRT meetings are the second Thursday of each month: 
 

7:00 pm Morrell Room  
Curtis Memorial Library 
23 Pleasant St, Brunswick ME 
 

Weather Cancellations: 
Channels 6, 8, 13 
If the Library closes due to a storm, the meeting will be cancelled. Members will 
receive an email notification of cancellation from the CWRT Secretary. 

Kit Carson led the 1st New Mexico Volunteer 
Infantry and trained the new men. In October 
1861, he was made a colonel. The Volunteers 
fought the Confederate forces at Valverde, 
New Mexico, in February 1862.   (Wikipedia) 
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News from Headquarters 
From the Editor – Lucy Cunningham 
 
In preparation for my retirement as your 
newsletter editor, I created a list of my tasks to 
help the Board members understand what’s 
currently being done.  The list can also serve as a 
sort of job description for whoever wants to take 
on the role of Editor in the future.  If you’d like to 
be that person, you will of course have your own 
way of doing things.  But I hope this list will help 
clarify the basic things you’ll want to consider in 
creating your own vision of “First Call.” 
 
Our layout artist, Noma Petroff, and I are happy to assist you as consultants 
for a few months when you get started—most likely over the summer.  But 
we’re also happy to just step back and await the surprise of your own 
creative endeavors! 
 
Newsletter Editor’s Tasks 
 

1. Solicit articles from members 
a. Editorials in newsletter 
b. Emails to membership 
c. Personal conversations and emails 

 
2. Communicate with contributors regarding their articles 

a. Support for their ideas 
b. Editorial guidance as needed 
c. Reminders of deadlines 

 
3. Receive and organize contributions 

a. Keep email folder of contributed articles for multiple issues 
b. Decide on contents for current issue 
c. Email contents list to layout artist 

 
4. Edit articles 

a. Copyedit each piece to correct typos & grammar errors 
b. Communicate with authors as needed for style/content 

questions 
 

5. Send edited articles to layout artist 



4 
 

a. Collaborate with layout artist to arrange pieces in preferred 
format 

b. Proofread each draft of newsletter from layout artist (usually 
4 or more) 

 
6. Update membership list 

a. Compare own copy of membership list with updates from 
Membership Coordinator 

b. Make changes to own email address book as needed 
 

7. Email final draft of newsletter to membership 
a. Send to CWRT “alias” address in bcc line, cc self 
b. Also send to Guests who signed register at last CWRT 

meeting 
c. Send a copy to the Speaker for that month 
d. Resolve problems of “undeliverable” emails 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

JLC CWRT Board of Trustees – 2017/18 
President:  Dan Cunningham  (729-9520) 
Vice President:  Gardner Shaw  (703-472-8618) 
Treasurer:  Paul Lariviere  (724-2414) 
Secretary:  Steve Garrett  (956-8729, 
            cell 607-9713)      JLCCWRTmembership@gmail.com   
Program Coordinator:  Bill Attick   (726-4685) 
Members:  Steve Bunker, Lucy Cunningham, Carol Manchester, Ken McAfee 
 

Alfred Waud’s sketch shows the 1st Maine Cavalry fighting 
dismounted at Middleburg.  (Library of Congress) 
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Treasurer’s Update – Paul Lariviere 
Quick Stats – Feb: 
Meeting: Feb 8, 2018 
Speaker: Mike Bell – The Arkansas Traveler 
Attendance: 43 
Book Raffle tickets sold: 51 
In-Kind Donations: none 
Book prizes distributed:  8 
 
INCOME: 
$0.00 Memberships 
$46.00 Book Raffle revenue 
$24.00 Cash Donations 
$10.00 Book Sales 
$80.00 TOTAL Cash Income for Feb 
 
EXPENSES: 
$105.00 Gift Certificates 
 
 

Adopt-A-Speaker – Dinner Host Program 
In conjunction with its Adopt-A-Speaker setup, the JLC CWRT maintains 
a Dinner Host program.  With this arrangement, members who donate 
to the Adopt-A-Speaker program at the “General” level have the 
opportunity to have dinner with a visiting speaker at Richard’s 
Restaurant in Brunswick. Under this program, the CWRT pays for dinner 
for the speaker, and the host pays for his/her own dinner. 
 
See the last page of the newsletter to enroll in the Adopt-A-Speaker 
program. Please contact Paul Lariviere (Treasurer) to make 
arrangements to host a specific speaker, at least one week before the 
program. 
 
Mar 8 Steve Bunker 

Civil War in the West 
Apr 12 Ned Smith 

Two Maine Regiments: 22nd Maine Infantry and 2nd Maine Cavalry 
May 10 Elizabeth Hallett 

Mourning Customs during the Civil War Era 
Jun 14 Will Greene 

Battle of the Crater, Petersburg 

  

NET Loss for Feb: 
$25.00 
NET Income this Fiscal Year: 
$1,727.17 
YEAR-TO-DATE 
Bank Balance, Feb 28, 2018:  $5,222.56 
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Field Report 
Historical Perspectives from our Members 
 
Something of a Curiosity 
by Philip J. Schlegel 
 
Prominently displayed with the collection of 
veterans’ society badges at the Joshua L. 
Chamberlain Museum in Brunswick, Maine is the 
badge of the Military Order of the Loyal Legion of 
the United States (Loyal Legion).  The presence of 
the Loyal Legion badge on Chamberlain’s uniform in 
post-war photographs lends important context to 
the museum’s display.  It is also noteworthy that 
the insignia can reasonably be attributed to 
Chamberlain himself.  Such an artifact, supported 
by considerable provenance, would generally 
delight any student of Civil War history.  Yet, this 
Loyal Legion badge presented something of a 
curiosity. 
 
The Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United 
States evolved from a meeting of three Union 
officers in Philadelphia in the wake of President 
Lincoln’s assassination and death on April 15, 1865.  
The Loyal Legion is widely acknowledged as the first 
of the many veterans’ societies that emerged after 
the Civil War and, interestingly, it still exists today.  
 
Following the initial meeting, and a follow-up 
meeting held five days later, the Loyal Legion was formally organized on 
May 31, 1865.  The organization, comprised of Union Army, Navy, and 
Marine Corps officers, evolved quickly and, by November 1865, the 
“Commandery of the State of Pennsylvania” was formed. (1) 
 
The stated goal of the Loyal Legion was “to cherish the memories and 
associations of the war waged in defence of the unity and indivisibility of the 
Republic; to strengthen the ties of fraternal fellowship and sympathy 
formed from companionship-in-arms; to advance the best interests of the 
soldiers and sailors of the United States, especially of those associated as 
members of this Order, and to extend all possible relief to their widows and 
children; to foster the cultivation of Military and Naval Science; to enforce 

FIGURE 1. General Joshua L. Chamberlain, with 
Loyal Legion badge indicated.  (Photo used by 
permission of the Pejepscot Historical Society.) 
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unqualified allegiance to the General Government; to protect the rights and 
liberties of American citizenship, and to maintain National Honor, Union and 
Independence.” (2) 
 
The 1866 Constitution and By-Laws organized the Loyal Legion into 
“Commanderies,” including “District Commanderies,” identified by number 
“in the order of institution,” within “State Commanderies, to be known as 
the ‘Grand Commandery of the State of —.’”  Finally, the constitution 
established a “National Commandery, to be known as ‘Commandery-in-
Chief.’” (3)  The commanderies were governed according to well-defined 
protocols described in the Loyal Legion constitution.  
 
The members of the Loyal Legion, known as “Companions,” initially fell into 
one of three classes.  The first class included “Commissioned officers of the 
United States Army, Navy and Marine Corps, who have been actually 
engaged in the suppression of the Rebellion; and also commissioned officers 
now or hereafter in the Military or Naval Service of the United States.”  A 
second class of membership was established to allow: “The eldest male 
lineal descendants of the above; and in default of such issue, then of their 
collateral branches in the order of genealogical succession.”  Finally, 
provision was made for a third class of membership being: “Gentlemen in 
civil life, who have been specially distinguished for conspicuous and 
consistent loyalty to the National Government, and who have been active 
and eminent in maintaining the supremacy of the same.” (4) A prominent, 
early, third-class companion was former Vice President Hannibal Hamlin.  
 
The Loyal Legion badge was precisely described in the initial and subsequent 
Loyal Legion constitutions.  The descriptions of the obverse and reverse of 
the pendant and ribbon designs, including drawings, 
were exceptionally detailed.  Each insignia is 
numbered on a small link joining the gold and 
enamel pendant to the suspension ring, thus 
allowing a specific badge to be matched to a specific 
companion. (5)  
 
Joshua Chamberlain joined the “preliminary 
organization” in Pennsylvania on November 1, 1865.  
A companion of the first class, Chamberlain’s 
insignia was numbered 62. (6)  His close association 
with the Pennsylvania Commandery occasioned an 
invitation to join his fellow companions as “orator of 
the day” at a February 22, 1866, celebration of 
Washington’s birthday at the Philadelphia Academy 
of Music.  A 1916 history of the Maine Commandery 

FIGURE 2.  Obverse view of Military Order of the 
Loyal Legion of the United States insignia 
attributed to General Joshua L. Chamberlain.  
Note that the link is marked with the number 62. 
(Photos by author.  Loyal Legion badge from the 
collections of the Pejepscot Historical Society.) 
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recalls the event, discreetly alluding to Chamberlain’s penchant for oration, 
noting that his speech was “the earliest, or at least one of the earliest, of his 
distinguished patriotic services in many places and on many occasions in a 
long and useful life.” (7)  

A copy of Chamberlain’s Loyal Legion “Record” is among the holdings of the 
“Joshua L. Chamberlain Research Files” at the Pejepscot Historical Society.  
The document significantly enhances the provenance of the insignia, clearly 
identifying Chamberlain’s number as 62.  A notation on the document also 
indicates that Chamberlain was a “charter mem. [member] Maine Com. 
[Commandery].” (8) 
 
Maine followed Pennsylvania and New York as the third state commandery.  
Chamberlain assumed a prominent role in its formation.  A Historical 
Address at the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Maine Commandery, December 7, 
1916, outlines the early years.  The process of forming the Maine 
Commandery began in April 1866 when 13 Maine officers joined the Loyal 
Legion under the auspices of the Pennsylvania Commandery and were 
immediately “granted authority for the organization of a Commandery in 
the State of Maine.”  At the organizational meeting held September 29, 
1866, General Chamberlain was elected the Maine Commandery’s first 
commander. (9) 
 
The 1916 Historical Address also points out that by the late 1860’s, and 
through the 1870’s, the Maine Commandery slipped into the doldrums. The 
commandery began a slow, intermittent, reemergence through the 1880’s.  
Chamberlain’s call for a meeting in Portland in October 1881 resulted in 
several affirmative steps being taken to reinvigorate the floundering 
organization and, through the decade, programmatic difficulties were 
addressed and attendance at meetings slowly increased.  Important factors 
in the revival of the commandery were the work of Edward M. Rand as 
Recorder and the expansion of the membership criteria. (10) 
 
With the fortunes of the Maine Commandery improved, the 1916 Historical 
Address describes a number of significant events.  A meeting of the Loyal 
Legion Commandry-in-Chief took place in Portland, Maine, in October 1892.  
In August 1906 a naval flotilla of seven battleships and five destroyers from 
the North Atlantic Fleet gathered off Camden to participate in a ceremony 
honoring William Conway, a Camden sailor (“bluejacket”) who, in 1861, had 
refused to lower the American flag when the Pensacola Navy Yard was 
“traitorously” surrendered to Confederate sympathizers.   
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In recognition of Conway’s steadfast loyalty to the 
Union, the Town of Camden provided a “suitable 
boulder,” on which the Maine Commandery 
furnished a bronze tablet memorializing Conway’s 
fidelity.  With Loyal Legion companions in 
attendance, the memorial was unveiled with a 
twenty-one gun salute by the ships anchored in the 
bay.  Chamberlain took a prominent speaking role 
at the event, recounting the events of Conway’s 
principled defiance, extolling the virtues of 
character, courage, and honor. (11)  
 
On February 12, 1909, Chamberlain also figured 
prominently as “orator of the evening” at the 
Pennsylvania Commandery’s “Ceremonies in 
Commemoration of the One Hundredth Anniversary 
of the Birth of Abraham Lincoln,” at the American 
Academy of Music in Philadelphia.  Chamberlain repeated the address to the 
Maine Commandery on March 3 which, according to the 1916 Historical 
Address, inspired the veterans to commemorate the birth of Lincoln’s first 
vice president, Hannibal Hamlin, who was also born in 1809.  The Town of 
Paris and the Maine Commandery followed through on August 27, 1909, 
unveiling a memorial boulder, with a “bronze tablet prepared by the 
Commandery,” honoring Hamlin.  Chamberlain made a short address, 
recalling Hamlin’s service as vice president, his high character, and integrity. 
(12)  
 
While photographing the Loyal Legion badge 
displayed at the Chamberlain Museum, it quickly 
became evident that something was awry—it 
appeared that the original ribbon had been switched.  
That is, the pendant and link are suspended from a 
second or third-class ribbon (Fig. 3).  The second or 
third-class ribbon is described in the Loyal Legion 
constitution as follows: “For Companions of the 
Second (2nd) and Third (3rd) Classes—a blue ribbon 
eight-tenths (8/10) of an inch wide, bordered with 
white and edged with red each three-and-one-half-
tenths (7/20) of an inch wide.” 
 
Being a companion of the first class, General 
Chamberlain’s original Loyal Legion badge would 
have had a first-class ribbon featuring a wide red 
center stripe, bordered with a thinner white stripe, 

FIGURE 3.  Loyal Legion badge attributed to 
Joshua L. Chamberlain.  (Photos by author.  Badge 
from the collections of the Pejepscot Historical 
Society.) 

FIGURE 4.  An example of a Loyal Legion badge 
with the ribbon designed for a companion of the 
first class.  (Photos by author. Badge courtesy of 
Paul M. Zebiak.) 
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and edged in blue (Fig. 4).  The first-class ribbon is described in the Loyal 
Legion constitution as follows: “For Companions of the First (1st) Class,—a 
red ribbon eight-tenths (8/10) of an inch wide, bordered with white and 
edged with blue each three-and-one-half-tenths (7/20) of an inch wide.”(13)  
Unfortunately, a first-class ribbon is not among the other badges owned by 
the Pejepscot Historical Society. 
 
With respect to provenance, a particularly important consideration is that 
the Loyal Legion badge appears to be one of a number of Chamberlain-
related artifacts donated to the Pejepscot Historical Society by Rosamond 
Allen, Chamberlain’s granddaughter.(14)  There are a number of viable 
explanations as to why the ribbon would have been changed, but no 
definitive explanation is readily evident.  Whenever the ribbon was changed, 
the badge was reassembled with the link [inadvertently?] reversed so that 
the number 62 faces the obverse, rather than facing the reverse, as 
described in the specification.  The questions notwithstanding, the 
Pejepscot Historical Society accession document, the numbered link joining 
the pendant to the suspension ring, and a number of nuances evident in the 
manufacture of the pendant, convincingly argue that the Loyal Legion 
insignia displayed at the museum belonged to Chamberlain.  Determining 
the circumstances that led to the ribbon switch remains an ongoing 
research venture, to be settled another day. 
 
1. Henry S. Burrage, Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States: Historical Address at the Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the Maine Commandery, December 7, 1916 (Portland, ME: Fred. L. Tower Co., 1917), 3–4. 
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=loc.ark:/13960/t4mk6rd41;view=1up;seq=5. 
2. Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States, Constitution and By-Laws (Philadelphia, 1866), 7–8, 
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=loc.ark:/13960/t5w66wh21;view=1up;seq=13. 
3. Ibid., 8. 
4. Ibid., 9. 
5. Ibid., 47–49, 51–52. 
6. Burrage, Historical Address, 1916, 4. 
7. Ibid.  The Philadelphia Inquirer published the text of Chamberlain’s speech on February 23, 1866.  
8. Record of Maj. Gen. Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain, Joshua L. Chamberlain and GAR/MOLLUS/SUV, Joshua L. 
Chamberlain Research Files, Pejepscot Historical Society, Brunswick, Maine.  
9. J. Harris Aubin, comp., Register of the Military Order of the Loyal legion of the United States (Boston: Edwin L. 
Slocomb, 1906), 5.  https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uiuo.ark:/13960/t7cr5vv62;view=1up;seq=9.  Burrage, 
Historical Address, 1916, 4–5. 
10. Burrage, Historical Address, 1916, 7–15. 
11. Burrage, Historical Address, 1916, 16–17.  Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States, William 
Conway and the Conway Celebration (Portland, ME: Lefavor-Tower Co., 1906).  The text of Chamberlain’s address 
is at pages 32–37. 
https://ia800301.us.archive.org/21/items/williamconwaycon00mili/williamconwaycon00mili.pdf. 
12. Burrage, Historical Address, 1916, 17–18.  The text of Chamberlain’s Philadelphia address is in John P. 
Nicholson, comp., Ceremonies in Commemoration of the One Hundredth Anniversary of the Birth of Abraham 
Lincoln (Philadelphia, 1909), 9–27. 
https://ia800300.us.archive.org/9/items/ceremoniesincomm00nich/ceremoniesincomm00nich.pdf.  Military Order of 
the Loyal Legion of the United States, In Commemoration of the One Hundredth Anniversary of the Birth of 
Hannibal Hamlin (Portland, ME: Lefavor-Tower Co., 1909).  The text of Chamberlain’s address is at pages 9–10.  
https://ia802609.us.archive.org/24/items/incommemorationo00mili/incommemorationo00mili.pdf.  
13. Loyal Legion, Constitution and By-laws, 1866, 48–49. 
14.Transmission Record, Accession No. 1978.72 (1978.72.5 “Medal, presented to J.L. Chamberlain”), Pejepscot 
Historical Society, October 4, 1978. 
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Civil War & History Book Club – Mon, Mar 12 
The Round Table has sponsored a book club for many years.  
Anyone and everyone is invited to join and participate in our 
discussions, debates, and treats.  We know you will enjoy the 
reads and the lively discussion.    
 
We meet the third Monday of each month at 7 PM at People 
Plus, 35 Union Street in Brunswick – or dates determined by the book club.  We 
have selected the following books and dates: 
 
Mar 12 – Miss Lizzie’s War: The Double Life of a Southern Belle Spy, Elizabeth Van 
Lew – Rosemary Agonito  
 
Apr 16 – The First Heroes: The Extraordinary Story of the Doolittle Raid, 
America’s First WWII Victory – Craig Nelson  
 
May 14 – Company Aytch or a Side Show of the Big Show: A Memoir of the Civil 
War – Sam Watkins  
 
Jun 18 – Fields of Honor: Pivotal Battles of the Civil War – Edwin C. Bearss 
 
All are welcome – please join us!  
– Steve Garrett 

The Richmond mansion of Elizabeth Van Lew, a wealthy heiress who remained loyal to the Union during the 
Civil War. The March book club reading tells about her incredible life as a spy.  Elizabeth Van Lew died in 
poverty, shunned by Richmond society.  But, families of Union soldiers, whose lives she had saved as they 
escaped imprisonment, placed a plaque next to her G.A.R. star, reading, “She risked everything that is dear 
to man – friends, fortune, comfort, health, life itself, all for the one absorbing desire of her heart, that 
slavery be abolished and the Union be preserved.” 
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Bookshelf – A Few Good Reads 
 
Colonel Arthur L. Conger.  The Rise of U. S. Grant.  The Da Capo Press.  New 
York, 1996.    (Paperback reprint of First Edition, The Century Co., 1931). 
 
This is a book written primarily for the Civil War history buff interested in U.S. 
Grant’s evolution from volunteer to commander of all the Union armies. 
Colonel Conger, a Harvard (not West Point) graduate, is credited with 
revolutionizing military history instruction at Fort Leavenworth Staff Officer 
College in the early years of the twentieth century. He did that by shifting the 
instruction from rote memorization to research-based instruction – which he 
believed would sharpen the quick analytical thinking of future officers. 
 
The Rise of U.S. Grant tracks Grant’s on-the-job education as a commander 
and leader of men during the war and tries to answer the question:   
 

How did this unknown ex-soldier/store clerk become Lieutenant General 
U.S. Grant, leader of the armies that defeated Robert E. Lee and the armies 
of the Confederacy? 

 
The first two-thirds of book follows Grant from his first assignment as an organizer 
and trainer of Illinois volunteers to Chattanooga/Lookout Mountain, documenting 
lessons learned from positive and negative experiences, including valuable lessons 
learned by dealing with often difficult and jealous superiors.  This is a careful, step-
by-step analysis by Conger, an Army officer with an astute military mind.   
 
This is the best part of the book, as Conger details his analysis of what was taught 
and accepted practice as part of the education of pre-Civil War officers.  The first 
factor that Conger examines is the impact of the fact that a large part of officer 
education was based upon French army tactics and procedures.  Those procedures 
did not take into account the rifled musket, modern artillery, or the use of railroads 
– not to mention the dramatic differences between European topography 
(numerous villages, closely placed, linked by fairly good roads) and North American 
topography (cities and villages loosely scattered, and military topography 
presenting numerous challenges such as forests, mountains and swamps).  Conger 
stresses that Grant had to develop his own methods of responding to the situations 
as he found them.   
 
Secondly, prior to the Civil War, no American had led the numbers of men which 
Civil War Corp and Army commanders had to manage.   Most officers at the time 
could not grasp the concepts or the task of a corps or army commander.  They 
thought of leadership from the perspective of a company and/or regimental leader 
(Captain/ Colonel assignments). That was all they had experienced.  In fact, many 
officers had never led men in combat at all.  Grant learned how to be a corps and 
army leader only by doing.  Conger does not claim that Grant did not make 
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mistakes.  He did (at Shiloh, Cold Harbor, and other places), but he rarely made the 
same mistake twice.  Instead, he learned from his experiences.  
  
Conger moves on to discuss Grant as a strategist.  He and 
Lincoln shared the same strategic vision: To deploy all the 
Union armies (in the east and west) in a unified and 
coordinated plan to nail down the Confederate armies where 
they stood, and destroy them.  Grant was able to clearly 
communicate that strategy to his top commanders, using 
Lincoln’s picturesque language, “He who cannot skin, can hold 
a leg.”  The idea was to eliminate the CSA’s practice of gaining 
advantage by using its interior lines to stage a fight on one 
front, then withdraw, recuperate, and then stage a fight on 
another front with the same men. 
 
The Union always had the disadvantage of operating on 
exterior lines, but it had the advantage of having superior 
numbers of men and superior supply of materiel. 
Nevertheless, due to weak management, it had never been 
able to realize the full potential of those advantages.  Grant’s 
vision was: enhance and exploit the Union’s advantages of 
men and material. An important aspect of Grant’s strategy was to take the 
initiative away from R. E. Lee in the east, just as he had done in the west over other 
Confederate commanders. This seems so simple, but the other generals-in-chief, 
after Scott, did not or could not grasp the concept. (Even in the final year of the 
war, Grant had to replace generals who were not aggressive enough to meet his 
expectations.) 
 
But more importantly, Grant recognized that to win he had to destroy the 
Confederacy’s ability to make war – that is, destroy the Confederacy’s ability to 
feed, clothe and outfit its armies. Conger emphasizes that railroads, bridges, 
foundries, powder mills, mines and cloth mills, as well as agricultural assets were 
targeted.  Not only did the destruction of agricultural and manufacturing resources 
undermine the practical ability of the Confederacy to wage war, it destroyed the 
morale of the southern population and its will to continue the war.   
 
Grant became the national hero because he understood what was necessary to 
win, was able to successfully communicate it and implement it. 
 
The real value of Conger’s book is the explanation of the education of Grant, how 
he learned from his experiences and learned to lead a volunteer army.  Luckily for 
the Union, Grant was not, like many of the other West Point trained officers, 
mesmerized by what prior generals did.  He learned from the situations as he 
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found them.  He, also, learned how to work 
with the Navy cooperatively and to be 
aggressive, while others waited for the perfect 
plan prior to moving against the enemy.    
 
It is a wonderful and informative analysis of 
Grant’s evolution into one of American great 
military leaders.  This book is important for 
understanding Grant the military leader and 
answers many of the Grant critics, who simply 
cannot accept how this supposed simple man 
from Galena could be the superior and victor 
over Lee, Jackson, McClellan and others.  
Conger points out that Grant learned from his 
experiences and adjusted his plans as he 
learned.  His men learned to trust his plan and 
to expect to win.  Grant became U. S. Grant 
national hero! 
 
If you are interested in U. S. Grant and our Civil 
War history, you ought to get this book and read it.  It will be worth your time, and 
it provides information about Grant overlooked in other biographies. 
– Steven Garrett 
 
 

Community Calendar — 
Upcoming Events and Such 
 
Winslow Homer and the Camera: Photography and the Art 
of Painting 
Bowdoin College Museum of Art 
June 23, 2018 - October 28, 2018 
 
Exhibition explores the question of Homer’s relationship 
with the medium of photography and its impact on his 
artistic practice. As one attuned to appearances and how 
to represent them, Homer understood that 
photography, as a new technology of sight, had much to reveal. This exhibition thus 
adds an important new dimension to our appreciation of this pioneering American 
painter, demonstrating his recognition that photography did not undermine, but 
instead complemented his larger artistic interests.  Includes examples of Homer’s 
Civil War pictures. 

  

“One facet of exercising command that is often 
overlooked by scholars – but not by Conger – is the 
importance of a general’s staff,” comments historian 
Brooks Simpson in his introduction. “They have to 
interpret his intentions to subordinates and make sure 
that everyone understands his own role in the overall 
plan.”  (Photo: Library of Congress) 
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Duty Roster 
JLC CWRT Membership Committee thanks the 
following members.  
Renewals:  
Peter L. Tompkins 
 
Index – Mar 2018 

*  Speaker 
1  Steve Bunker:  The Civil War on the Western 
Plains 
*  News from Headquarters 
2  Editor’s Note 
5  Treasurer’s Update 
5  Adopt-A-Speaker dates – Dinner Host Program 
 
*  Reports from the Field 
5   Philip J Schlegel – Joshua Chamberlain’s MOLLUS Badge 
11   Civil War & History Book Club 
12   Bookshelf – A Few Good Reads – Review: 
Arthur Conger.  The Rise of U.S. Grant   
14  Community Calendar – Bowdoin Museum: Winslow Homer exhibit 
115  Duty Roster – Member/Donor List 
 

Want to share announcements or stories with the Newsletter?  
Please keep formatting simple.  You may send Word docs, Word Perfect, or even plain e-
mail notes. (However, PDF’s of articles are difficult to process.)  Send photos as an 
attachment; do not embed them in the article.  
 
Send submissions to Lucy Cunningham at     lcunning@bowdoin.edu  
by the 15th of each month.   
 
Did you know:  Most e-mail servers give you the option for the Newsletter to “view online” 
or “download PDF.”  Viewing online is quick – but downloading the PDF actually gives you 
more options – as text and photos can be easily enlarged for easier viewing.  
 
Why can’t I click on the LINKS in the articles?  Due to increasing cyber security concerns, 
some servers now block mass mailings which contain active Links to websites and e-mail 
addresses.  To view the articles being referred to, you will need to copy and paste the LINKS 
into your browser address.  We hope that this way, everyone can still have a chance to stay 
in touch and enjoy their monthly copy of First Call! 

Flag of the 1st Maine Cavalry. 
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MEMBERSHIP & ADOPT-A-SPEAKER 
 
Name________________________________________________________ 
E-mail address (required for Newsletter)____________________________ 
Phone________________________________________________________ 
Address_______________________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip__________________________________________________ 
Date__________________________________________________________ 
 
MEMBERSHIP          ___ New Member         ___ Renewal 
___ Individual $25 
___ Family $35 
___ Student $15 
 
___  Additional Donation for JLC CWRT 
_______  TOTAL Membership 
 
*************************************** 
 
ADOPT-A-SPEAKER   
___ General $50  (Generals – see page 3 for Speaker Host program) 
___ Colonel $40   
___ Major $30 
___ Captain $20 
___ Lieutenant $10 
________TOTAL Adopt-A-Speaker 
 
*********************************** 
 
___________ GRAND TOTAL: Membership & Adopt-A-Speaker.   Make payment: 
 
Chamberlain CWRT 
PO Box 1046 
Brunswick ME  04011-1046     (Or present payment to Treasurer at meeting) 
 
For more information, please contact      JLCCWRTmembership@gmail.com 

Please Print clearly 


